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Abstract
This study explores the potential of literature, particularly S.K. Ali's novel Love from A to Z, as a pedagogical tool to foster religious moderation in university classrooms. Through a qualitative approach, the research examines how the novel’s portrayal of Muslim identities, interfaith interactions, and everyday challenges encourages critical thinking, empathy, and a deeper understanding of pluralism among students. By integrating literary analysis with classroom discussions, the study demonstrates that literature can serve as a bridge between personal beliefs and social harmony, promoting values such as tolerance, respect, and dialogue. The findings suggest that incorporating diverse narratives like Love from A to Z into the curriculum can effectively nurture religious moderation and cultural awareness in higher education settings.
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INTRODUCTION
In an era of globalization marked by intense social mobility and cultural exchange, higher education plays a strategic role in shaping students’ character and moderate perspectives on religious diversity. Religious moderation has become a key concept in maintaining social harmony, preventing extremism, and nurturing tolerance in multicultural societies. In Indonesia, religious moderation has even been designated a national strategic agenda, promoted by the Ministry of Religious Affairs through various programs to strengthen wasathiyah (moderate) values in education【Ministry of Religious Affairs RI, 2021】.
However, several studies highlight serious challenges in implementing religious moderation values in higher education environments. A survey conducted by Alvara Research Center (2017) revealed that 23.4% of university students in Indonesia showed intolerant attitudes toward other religious groups, and 33.3% agreed that implementing Islamic law is more important than upholding the national constitution. These findings underline the need for innovative approaches to instill moderate values in the younger generation.
One approach that remains underexplored academically is the use of literature as a pedagogical medium for cultivating values of tolerance and religious moderation. Literature, as a form of cultural and human expression, has the power to evoke empathy, build moral imagination, and open space for dialogue across diverse human experiences (Nussbaum, 2010). In particular, contemporary literature that highlights Muslim identity narratives in global contexts—such as Love from A to Z by S.K. Ali—offers relevant opportunities for classroom exploration. The novel presents two young Muslim protagonists, Zayneb and Adam, who strive to uphold their Islamic identities amid stereotypes, Islamophobia, and complex emotional and spiritual dynamics. Through a personal and emotional narrative, students are encouraged to understand how diverse expressions of faith and minority struggles can be viewed in a humanistic and reflective manner. Thus, literary reading becomes not only an aesthetic activity, but also an ethical and dialogic one.
The idea of religious moderation emerges as a crucial route towards harmonious coexistence and respect for one another in a world characterised by cultural diversity and the intricate interaction of religious beliefs. Many academics define religious moderation as striking a balance between total liberalisation and severe rigidity in religious customs while encouraging empathy and respect for diversity.
[bookmark: _Hlk111414218]In Islamic teaching, the idea of religious moderation revolves around the belief that Islam "teaches tolerance and harmony both among adherents of religions and among adherents of other religions" (Kusmidi, 2023). Respect, coexistence, love, and an awareness of the variety within the community are all emphasized by this moderate approach, because this day, many people are killing other people because of their religion. Islam teaches and demonstrates how to coexist with difference. 
Unfortunately, The majority of Western media seem to be obscuring the idea of tolerance for Islam by portraying Muslims as terrorists and women as downtrodden. The lives of Muslim children and adults have suffered as a result of these unfavourable sentiments and attitudes towards Muslims, which have also resulted in civil rights violations (Abadi H, 2018).
To tackle these negative attitudes, The Muslim community has long been engaged in a concerted effort to present the true essence of their faith, Islam, to the global audience.  One significant aspect of this effort is the utilization of various media platforms, including the article, film industry, and literary work (Shabebuddeen,2022) Such media platforms have historically perpetuated certain stereotypes and misconceptions about Islam and Muslim characters.
In this context, literature becomes a powerful tool to foster these ideals, as stories have the unique ability to humanize experiences, break stereotypes, and build bridges between disparate worldviews. One such story that reflects the essence of religious moderation is Love from A to Z, a contemporary young adult novel by S.K. Ali (Ali, 2019).
Understanding other people's faith is a major issue in S.K. Ali's Love from A to Z, particularly since it examines Muslim characters' experiences in a culture that is predominately non-Muslim. The difficulties Zayneb, a Muslim adolescent, faces navigating Islamophobia, bigotry, and misunderstanding about her faith are shown in the novel. The story encourages empathy, respect, and the value of understanding and embracing others' religious beliefs via Zayneb and Adam's contacts with individuals of various religions.
The research figured out how the characters both exemplify and voiced the moderation in religion of a research question: How are the religious moderation through love and understanding reflected in the Love from A to Z novel? And The purpose of this study is to find out religious moderation through love and understanding reflected in Love from A to Z novel.
The novelty of this research lies in its interdisciplinary approach combining literary studies with the pedagogy of religious moderation, which remains rare in Indonesian university contexts. While most studies on religious moderation focus on formal religious education or sociopolitical analyses, this study proposes popular literature as an educational medium to introduce values of pluralism and tolerance in the classroom.
Previous research has emphasized the importance of religious literacy and character education in developing moderate religious understanding (Azra, 2019; Muttaqin, 2021), but few studies have specifically examined how contemporary literary texts—especially those written by Muslim diaspora authors—can be used as pedagogical tools for promoting religious moderation in higher education. Moreover, there is no comprehensive analysis of Love from A to Z as a teaching material that encourages interfaith empathy and personal student reflection on diversity issues.

METHODS
This study applies a qualitative descriptive research design with a case study approach to explore how S.K. Ali’s Love from A to Z can be utilized in promoting religious moderation through literary engagement in a university setting. The qualitative case study allows for a rich, contextualized understanding of how literature fosters moral and intercultural reflection in real-life classroom environments (Creswell, 2013; Yin, 2018). The research was conducted in a university literature course that integrates religious and cultural studies. A total of 30 undergraduate students participated in the study, selected through purposive sampling (Palinkas et al., 2015). The data were analyzed using thematic analysis as outlined by Braun and Clarke (2006).

RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Some Relevant Research Findings
The study of religious moderation is not a new topic. Several previous studies examine this theme, including: (Nafi’ah, 2022) concluded: Rizwan who is the main character in My Name is Khan making friends with people with different cultural backgrounds and beliefs doesn't make him turn away and forget about God and his religion. The highlight of the film's features is that by mingling with people of different religions, Rizwan can show the beauty of Islam, and this is Islam which is full of peace, harmony, humanism and provides rahmatal lil'alamiin in the frame of religious moderation. 
The study conducted by Nafisah (2022) concluded: The chosen poem regarding moderation demonstrates Rumi's utilization of three common discursive strategies—nomination, argumentation, and predication. However, Rumi predominantly employs predication to illustrate the positive attribute of moderation, particularly within the realm of religion. He contrasts this with negative depictions of extremism and imbalance. Despite Rumi's Muslim background, he does not directly discriminate against those who are different. Furthermore, the political backdrop of Rumi's time, marked by the Mongol takeover from Islamic dynasties and the diverse cultures and faiths within the Mongol empire, inspired Rumi to craft beautiful poems celebrating societal differences. These works influenced many to embrace moderation, especially in religious practices.
Similarly, This research figures out how the author voiced the moderation will differ from previous research since this study  examines religious moderation in the line of Genetic Structuralism analysis. The analysis will link the author’s background with her work.
Genetic Structuralism 
Genetic structuralism is a kind of poststructuralism study utilizes sociology of literature then emphasizes literary values not merely in their intrinsic elements. Lucien Goldmann, a Romanian-French philosopher and sociologist, first put forward this theory in his 1956 book The Hidden God: A Study of Tragic Vision in the Penses of Pascal and the Tragedies of Racine. Lucien Goldmann in (Faruk, 2010: 44) Goldman stated that a structuralism should be asserted by a combination of several elements considered a product of history that takes place in the lives of author and the people of related literary works. 
(Endraswara, 2003:55) defines genetic structuralism as a theory that is a combination of pure structural theory with a pre-existing theory. (Ratna, 2004:123) sees this theory as one that pays attention to the origins of the creation of a literary work. (Rosyidi, 2010: 201) added that the theory of 12 genetic structuralism is one of the methods for analyzing literary works that focuses on seeing how the relationship between literary works and their social environment. Poonkodi (via Chairunnisa, 2023: 420). This predominant effect of the language used in the novel is also emphasised for its delivery of various social and cultural components. 
Genetic structuralism is a theory created to remedy  the weakness of the original structuralism theory, examines literature from its intrinsic elements only, this theory then sees literature as a combination of three elements, namely the intrinsic element of literary work, the socio-cultural background of the author, as well as the background or social history that occurs in the creation of related literary works . There are several concepts in the theory of genetic structuralism used in analysing literary works. These concepts include: 
a. Human Facts 
The fact of humanity is an ontological basis for the study of genetic structuralism. According to Faruk (2010: 57), humanity facts are facts that contain all human activities both verbally and physically and try to be understood in scientific studies. Goldmann (in Chairunisa, 2022: 420) states that human facts include a whole range of human activities and behaviours that are political, social, cultural, philosophical and also aesthetic. Endaswara (2011: 55) 13  states that the fact of humanity is a human activity that is a response to collective or individual subjects who are in certain situations or environments. It can be concluded that the fact of humanity is the basis of ontology in the theory of genetic structuralism which includes all human activities and behaviours in response to the political, social, cultural and aesthetic conditions of the surrounding environment.
b. The structure of literary works.
Genetic structuralism has a structure that is different from the structure in general. Goldmann provides two definitions of literary works. First, literary works are the result or expression of an imaginary worldview. Second, in the process of creating these expressions, the author creates characters, objects, relations, backgrounds, and so on that are related to the imagination. 
According to Goldmann, the structure of literary works is thematic. The  centre of his study is the relationship between the characters and the objects around them. In genetic structuralism, research on a literary work is formulated in three ways: first, research on a literary work is a unit. Second, literary works must contain the tension between diversity and unity as a whole. Third, after the unit has been found, it must be related to its social background. 
c. Worldview
The author’s worldview is one of the central concepts of genetic structuralism theory. According to Lucien Goldmann (Goldmann, 1977), the author‟s worldview is a collection of ideas, ideologies, and views of members of a particular social group relate to other social groups Genetic Structuralism is developed by Lucien Goldman, he is  the French sociologist and literary critic. The theory combines structuralism connected to Marxist sociology at interpreting literature as a product of the interaction between social phenomena and individual consciousness. Genetic Structuralism is not merely shaped by the personal experience of the author, it takes also into account the social and historical that influence the collective mental structures of a particular society.
Here are some key concepts in Genetic Structuralism:
1. Collective Consciousness: Goldmann believes that authors represent a specific social class or group within society, expressing a collective worldview within their literary works. For instance, the working class and the bourgeoisie have different worldviews, which are reflected in the literature they produce.
2. Mental Structures: Genetic Structuralism emphasizes that mental structures are patterns of thought existing within a society, shaping its perception of reality. These structures are collective and allow individuals within a particular social group to share similar perspectives on the world.
3. Worldview: A worldview is the way a social group perceives the world and their place within it. According to Goldmann, this worldview is reflected in the literature produced by authors who are part of that group. Literary works thus serve as an expression of this collective worldview.
4. Transindividual Significance: Goldmann proposed that literary works hold transindividual meaning, meaning they reflect not only the individual expression of the author but also a broader social condition. The significance of the work goes beyond the individual, representing the social group as a whole.
5. Dialectic between Social and Individual: Genetic Structuralism highlights a dialectical relationship between the individual and society. Literary works are seen as products of the interaction between the individual author and the surrounding social structure. Social structure influences individual consciousness, which is then expressed through literature.
Overall, this theory seeks to connect the structure of a literary text with the social structure from which it arises. Genetic Structuralism assumes that literature can be understood not only for its aesthetic qualities but also as a response to the social, political, and economic conditions that shape the life of the author and society. It aims to reveal the relationship between literature and its socio-historical context, focusing on how the worldview of a particular social group is represented in the text.
Religious Moderation
Religious moderation is a complex and multifaceted concept that encompasses various aspects of religious beliefs, practices, and interactions within society. It is a crucial aspect of maintaining harmony and coexistence among people of different faiths, as well as ensuring the peaceful and inclusive governance of a diverse nation like Indonesia. (Sutrisno., 2019) 
The concept of religious moderation can be understood as a middle ground between religious extremism and religious liberalism. It involves promoting tolerance, respect, and understanding among people of different religious backgrounds, while also upholding the core values and principles of one's own faith
The practice and promotion of a moderate, inclusive, and tolerant understanding of one's faith while steering clear of extremes is known as religious moderation. In cultures that are marked by religious and cultural variety, it encourages believers to peacefully and respectfully express their faith in ways that are consistent with the ideals of tolerance, cohabitation, and respect for one another (Alleh, 2019). This strategy aims to apply religious ideas in ways that respect the rights, freedoms, and beliefs of others rather than compromising them.
By promoting a religious life that honours both societal harmony and religious identity, religious moderation preserves the middle ground. Moderation establishes a balance between extreme liberalism and conservatism by emphasizing qualities that are shared by all religions, such as justice, kindness, and compassion. It views religion as a tool for social cohesion and understanding between various communities, bringing people together rather than dividing them.
 Synopsis 
When Zayneb gets suspended for confronting a teacher about his Islamophobia, she was sent to Doha, Qatar to spend Spring Break. Upon her stay she aims to better herself, but then meets Adam who’s also dealing with his diagnosis of sclerosis. Putting his family first before himself, Adam results to journal his thoughts. The exact same one Zayneb uses, Marvels and Oddities.
Zayneb and Adam meet in Doha, where their lives unexpectedly converge. Zayneb is immediately struck by Adam’s kindness and thoughtfulness, while Adam is drawn to Zayneb's passion and fire. As they spend more time together, their connection deepens, and they find comfort and understanding in each other. Both are dealing with significant challenges—Zayneb with her anger over the injustice she faces as a Muslim woman, and Adam with his illness and fear of the future. Despite these difficulties, they help each other see the beauty and “marvels” in life, even amid the “oddities” they are grappling with.
As Zayneb and Adam's relationship develops, they each confront their individual struggles. Zayneb finds new ways to advocate for justice, realizing that her voice matters, and that she can use her anger productively. She works through her feelings of isolation and finds strength in her identity as a Muslim woman. Adam, meanwhile, comes to terms with his illness and learns to communicate with his family about his condition. As they navigate their time in Qatar, they embark on a journey of self-discovery, love, and finding faith in the face of adversity. Love From A to Z is not typical romance novel. While the central relationship between Adam and Zayneb is undeniably heart warming, the book transcends the boundaries of a conventional love story. It tackles complex and timely themes such as Islamophobia, grief, identity, and standing up for what you believe in. What makes this novel truly exceptional is the way it incorporates two unique narrative formats. Adam and Zayneb both keep journals, where they document brief moments of joy, disappointment, and contemplation. These entries, dispersed throughout the novel, provide intimate insight into their inner worlds and make the reader feel emotionally connected to the characters.
 In the end, their relationship becomes a source of hope and resilience for both of them. Zayneb returns to Indiana more empowered to deal with the challenges in her life, while Adam continues his journey of healing and self-acceptance
The author has crafted a beautiful and thought-provoking novel that celebrates diversity and challenges societal stereotypes. Through her vivid prose and compelling storytelling, she reminds us of the power of love, resilience, and the need for empathy in a world that often overlooks compassion. Love From A to Z is a poignant exploration of the complexities of life
Biography of S.K. Ali
SK Ali is a young adult fiction writer from Canada. Several outlets recognized her 2017 debut novel, "Saints and Misfits," as the finest book of the year. Her second book, "Love from A to Z," was published in 2019 and won several awards, including Kirkus Best Book of the Year, Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year, and Booklist Editors' Choice. Themes of identity, religion, and social justice are frequently explored in Ali's writing. Her works are based on her personal experiences of growing up Muslim in a Western nation. S.K. Ali’s works often describe stereotypes and highlight the importance of Muslim voices in literature. She stays with high quality in creative writing and education and she was a teacher before transitioning into writing full-time. Her storytelling represents contemporary issues with heartfelt character journeys, put her an outstanding figure in YA fiction. Ali’s novels have been strenghtened for their empowering messages, inclusive narratives, and contributions to diverse storytelling in young adult literature.
 She was born in Toronto, Ontario, to an Arab mother and a Pakistani father. she took a leave from teaching career only to focus on writing more books. Love from A to Z, The Proudest Blue, and Once Upon an Eid quickly followed. In 2019, she resigned from teaching to write (and draw) full-time
METHOD
This is literary study using the qualitative descriptive method to collect and analyze the data taken from the novel Love from A to Z   by SK Ali. The qualitative descriptive method is used to collect and analyze the data. In this research, the qualitative descriptive method is used to describe the portrayal of religious moderation and how the characters implemented it as reflected in the novel. The researcher used note-taking to observe and to collect then to classify the important points related to the author’s life experiences and knowledge depicted how the religious moderation in the novel Love from A to Z   by SK Ali. and other supporting sources related to the topic of research This novel is the first edition published by Salaam Reads in 2019 in New York and consists of 342 pages. This study also uses references such as articles, books, or other sources of information regarding the phenomenon of Islamophobia
Data analysis of this study is begun by collecting the data then arrange those data into the good sequences, and organizing them into a pattern, category, and basic descriptive units so that the data obtained can be easily read and concluded. In this research, the data collected were analyzed under the genetic structuralism approach in literature focusing on how the author’s point of view toward the way Moslem implement religious moderation in the novel Love from A to Z   by SK Ali.
FINDINGS 
Religious Moderation Through Love and Understanding in this research seeks to explore how the novel embodies the ideals of religious moderation, particularly through the lens of love and understanding. It will delve into the ways in which the characters’ faith informs their interactions with others, how they balance their religious beliefs with the realities of a diverse world, and how their love for one another and humanity contributes to a broader vision of peace and coexistence. 
Love
Ultimately, the novel serves as a compelling narrative that advocates for religious moderation not as a passive stance but as an active, love-driven approach to engaging with others. The following datum showcases it.
Adam’s conversations with his father reveal his compassion and understanding, especially as he navigates his father’s implementation of Islam teaching . Adam’s gentle, loving approach in his dialogues shows his maturity and deep empathy toward what his father did at practicing Islam. Here’s the dialogue of how he expresses love  in a conversation with his father
Adam : I also wanted to hold my heart like him, like he just did now, like he did whenever he said salaam, peace, to someone, closing his eyes again, like he was grateful for that, too.
Maybe, that’s why he touched his heart, because the peace was there. (page 188)
The scene shows how Adam’s father had been teaching him about Islam and how adam did things his father did too. Adam’ quality of love   shapes his interactions with family, friends, and the world around him.
Next Datum narrates the inner thoughts of Adam and Zayneb  who emphasize that love, at its most genuine, involves risk, acceptance, and the courage to be truly seen. Through navigating their emotions, they find the strength to trust in something beautiful despite their fears.
Zayneb's Journal Entry: (thoughtful, introspective)
"Today, I felt like I was melting inside. Not because of anger like usual, but because... I don’t know. Adam has this way of listening, and I’m scared. Scared that if I start liking him too much, I’ll just get hurt. Because people like me? We get noticed, but not for the right reasons. I want to be seen… really seen. But what if he doesn’t get it? What if it’s all just temporary?” (p 120)
Adam and Zayneb each navigate a myriad of emotions, including love, in a nuanced way that is both honest and relatable. The novel is enriched by internal dialogue, tender exchanges, and vulnerable reflections, the journal reveals the complexities of love, particularly as it grows amid personal struggles and differing.  The author planted her worldviews deliberately performed as an example of how the author communicates, balancing love and vulnerability in his novel characters
Love and Peace
The datum below potrays Adam’s spirituality as a source of strength and peace, and he models how someone can live their faith with love. His faith-based perspective offers love and peace and how religion can be a source of solace during personal struggles.
Scene: Adam and Zayneb are sitting on a quiet beach, watching the waves as the sun begins to set. There’s a serene silence between them.
Zayneb: "But you… you seem so calm, even when things get tough. It’s like you’re grounded somehow. How do you do it?"
Adam: smiling gently "It’s my faith, really. It’s like… a rhythm, a reminder that there’s something bigger than all of this. When I pray, or when I think about what I believe, I feel... lighter."
Zayneb: watching him, intrigued "Lighter?"
Adam: pauses, then nods "It is. It’s like... even when things go wrong, I trust there’s something good in it. I try to live that way, to stay patient and just… do the next right thing."
Zayneb: thoughtfully "I’ve never thought of it like that. I think I’ve been trying to force things to make sense, instead of... letting go." (p 203)
In this scene, Adam presents his spirituality as a source of strength and serenity rather than as something inflexible. His kind comments and calm, resilient approach to life demonstrate his religion, giving Zayneb a fresh viewpoint without explicitly preaching.
Understanding
The point of understanding is presented in the dialogue between Kafi and Zaenab through a video call. Kavi spontaneously walk enough far away from Mr. Margolis and turned back the camera phone when she knew that Zaynab did not have the hijab on:
 Kavi : She whispered, “I m sorry, I forgot you didn’t have hijab on”. I didn’t say anything and just covered the camera on my phone with a hand. (Page 169)
The characters in the novel gain understanding by coming to terms with both their own and other people's complexity. For Zayneb, it entails overcoming her rage at the injustices she encounters as a Muslim and figuring out how to use it to motivate constructive behavior.
Other datum
The novel's main takeaway is that action and self-education are necessary for comprehending the religions of others. Zayneb is committed to fighting for justice, dispelling myths about Islam, and making sure her mates have a correct understanding of her faith. These ideas are also clearly sketched in the dialogue below:
Emma : “it’s true we have to do more. But not through the violent actions.” Emma Z spoke quietly. “because that would just continue the violence.
 Zaynab : I pulled the folds apart in from of my mouth so they could hear me “ I am not violent person. I’m not advocating violence. But I am an angry person. I’m advocating for more people to get angry, get moved.”
Emma Z : “Same” Emma Z agreed
Emma P : “me too” Emma P said. “I am going back to Northwestern, and I am going to join anti-war club” (page 236)
Through her character, SK Ali as the Moslem author through her experience finding the violence suffered by Moslem invites readers to reflect on the impact of such intolerance and the importance of standing against it, and zaynab does it well by advocating her self and her mates gained the understanding.
Cross cultural, love and Understanding
The data below shows a hostile environment for Zayneb, who is outspoken in defending her faith when she was on swimming pool with modest moslem swimsuit. The situation make her often feels alone in her struggle. The novel highlights how ignorance and prejudice against Islam can affect Muslims on a personal level, making it harder for Zayneb to perfectly express her identity. 
Zayneb: (wrapping a towel tightly around her as she steps out of the pool, catching the uncomfortable stares from others) "Aunty Nandy, everyone’s looking at me like I don’t belong here."
Aunty Nandy: (calmly, walking over and sitting beside her) "You do belong here, Zayneb. Don’t let those looks fool you into thinking otherwise."
Zayneb: (whispering) "But they act like… like I’m strange. Like wearing a modest swimsuit is somehow wrong."
Aunty Nandy: (giving her a reassuring smile) "Zayneb, you’re wearing what makes you feel comfortable and true to who you are. That’s not strange—it’s brave. It takes courage to be yourself in a world that tries so hard to make everyone look the same."
Zayneb: "But I just wanted to swim without feeling like I have to explain myself… without feeling judged."
Aunty Nandy: (nodding, understanding) "I know, sweetheart. But those people judging you? They’re only showing their own limitations, not yours. They’re the ones trapped by narrow ideas, while you’re free—free to be exactly who you are."
Zayneb: (taking a deep breath, nodding slowly) "So… I just ignore them?"
Aunty Nandy: (smiling proudly) "Ignore them if you want, or stand tall and show them what strength looks like. They can stare all they want, but you are Zayneb, and you don’t need to hide. Wear your pride as boldly as you wear that swimsuit."
Zayneb: (smiling softly, feeling a newfound strength) "Thank you, Aunty. You always know just what to say." (p 102-103)
Aunty Nandy’s generousity and kindness, demonstrating that her character is multifaceted. She is not only bound to her values but also extends her heart and mind beyond religion boundaries. Aunty Nandy’s willingness to stand up for Zayneb and to help her fight for justice shows that tolerance can be active and supportive, not just a passive acceptance of difference. the depth of Aunty Nandy’s character, ultimately positioning her as a symbol of unity and tolerance in the novel through love and understanding she has.
The next datum suggests that creating a more inclusive society begins with understanding and accepting religious diversity. Through Zaynab, the Author inspires readers to challenge preconceptions, ask questions, and meaningfully interact with people of other cultures and beliefs. Embracing religious diversity is the first step towards building a more inclusive society.
Zayneb:
"Sometimes, I think people look at what’s on the outside, like my hijab, and decide they already know everything about me. But I wish they’d ask, you know? Understanding a little more about each other would make things so much easier for everyone."
Adam:
"Yeah, it's like people forget there's a story behind everything they see. We all have reasons for what we believe and why we live the way we do. Maybe if we all just took a bit of time to ask and listen, we wouldn’t feel so divided."
Zayneb:
"Exactly! I feel like if people really tried to understand instead of just assuming, there wouldn’t be so much room for hate. It’s not about agreeing on everything but respecting the differences. And that’s what really matters."
The data above also shows that The relationship between Adam and Zayneb flourishes because they make space for each other’s emotional experiences, showing that true understanding is about listening, accepting, and being patient with one another.
The next extract of the dialogue narrates the character Zayneb who is passionate about advocating for justice, pushing back against misinformation about Islam, and ensuring her classmates understand her religion accurately
Scene: Zayneb is in her history class, where they’re discussing the Middle East. A classmate, Emma, raises her hand and asks a question, clearly misinformed.
Emma: hesitantly "So, um… I heard that women in, like, your religion have to wear a headscarf and that they… don’t really get to choose. Is that true?"
Zayneb: pauses, collecting her thoughts, and then speaks calmly but confidently "Well, Emma, thanks for asking. But, actually, it’s not as simple as that. The choice to wear a hijab—or any type of modest clothing—comes down to each woman’s personal decision. It’s a way of expressing our faith, yes, but no one should be forced into it. It’s about choosing how we present ourselves to the world."
Emma: nodding slowly "Oh, I didn’t know that. I thought it was, like… required."
Zayneb: "It’s understandable; there’s a lot of misinformation out there. But that’s why it’s so important to ask questions instead of assuming things. Islam, like any faith, has a huge diversity of practices and beliefs. Just like any culture, you’ll find people who do things differently."
Another classmate, Daniel: chimes in, genuinely curious "So, does it bother you when people make assumptions?"
Zayneb: smiling slightly, but with a serious undertone "Honestly? Yeah, it does. It’s frustrating when people put me in a box without understanding who I am. But it also pushes me to keep sharing my story. I want people to know that our beliefs are complex and beautiful, not just headlines."
Emma: thoughtful "Thanks, Zayneb. I think… I need to learn more about this stuff. I feel bad for judging without knowing."
Zayneb: softening "Hey, it’s okay. Asking questions is the first step. I’d rather you ask than assume. It’s how we learn from each other." (p 226)

In this scene, Zayneb’s calm yet assertive response shows her commitment to educating her classmates about her faith. She does not just defend herself but also encourages them to move past stereotypes and be open to learning. Her activism encourages curiosity, empathy, and respect, challenging her classmates—and readers—to engage meaningfully with cultures beyond their own. Through Zayneb and Adam’s experiences, the novel shows how mutual respect and dialogue can bridge gaps between people of different faiths, encouraging a more inclusive and compassionate world.
DISCUSSION
Love
The novel also emphasizes how love transcend romantic partnerships. Adam's relationship with his father and sister and Zayneb's family in forming a person's identity. In addition to providing the protagonists with direction and fortitude in overcoming obstacles in life, their Muslim faith has a big impact on how they view love and comprehension.
Ali also delves into the theme of love as a transformative force. The protagonists’ relationship evolves into a safe space where they can express their vulnerabilities, fears, and aspirations. Their love is depicted not just as romantic but as a deep, abiding friendship that transcends cultural and eligious differences. This portrayal underscores the idea that love, when rooted in understanding and respect, can overcome barriers that often divide individuals in society.
Understanding
Understanding in the novel comes from the characters learning to embrace their own complexities and those of others. For Zayneb, it means grappling with her anger at the injustices she faces as a Muslim and learning how to channel that anger into positive actions. Adam, on the other hand, must come to terms with his illness and how it will change his future. 
The great understanding come from Aunty Nandy character , she is  is more than just tolerant; she is an advocate for Zayneb’s right to be treated fairly and with respect. She plays a pivotal role in helping Zayneb navigate the Islamophobia she faces, particularly from her teacher, Mr. Fencer. Aunty Nandy’s willingness to stand up for Zayneb and to help her fight for justice shows that tolerance can be active and supportive, not just a passive acceptance of difference
Through her interactions with Zayneb, Aunty Nandy is portrayed as a positive role model for how non-Muslims can engage with Muslim family members and friends in a respectful and supportive way. She represents the idea that tolerance goes beyond merely coexisting with someone of a different faith—it involves genuine care, respect, and the effort to understand their experiences.
In Love from A to Z, Aunty Nandy embodies tolerance by being an ally to Zayneb, respecting her faith, and supporting her through difficult times. Her character highlights the importance of fostering understanding and acceptance across different religious and cultural backgrounds.
CONCUSION
In "Love from A to Z," S.K. Ali explores the profound themes of religious moderation, love, and understanding through the heartfelt journey of its protagonists, Zainab and Adam. Set against the vibrant backdrop of a modern-day Muslim experience, the novel transcends typical narratives about faith, instead emphasizing the importance of compassion and acceptance within and beyond religious boundaries. Through the characters' evolving relationship, Ali illustrates how love can serve as a bridge to understanding and a pathway to embracing diverse perspectives.
Religious moderation in the novel is portrayed as a delicate balance between personal belief and the acceptance of differing viewpoints. Through Zainab and Adam's interactions, Ali highlights the significance of open dialogue and empathy in addressing misunderstandings that often arise in religious contexts. The characters engage in conversations that reflect their respective struggles with faith, allowing them to find common ground. This mutual respect and willingness to listen foster an environment where love flourishes, illustrating that understanding can be cultivated through genuine connection.
S.K. Ali’s works often describe stereotypes and highlight the importance of Muslim voices in literature. She stays with high quality  in creative writing and education and she was a teacher before transitioning into writing full-time. Her storytelling represents contemporary issues with heartfelt character journeys, put her an outstanding figure in YA fiction. Ali’s novels have been strenghtened for their empowering messages, inclusive narratives, and contributions to diverse storytelling in young adult literature.
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