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	This study examines the curriculum management practices at SDIT Fadhilah, an Integrated Islamic School in Pekanbaru, focusing on the integration of national and Islamic educational objectives. The research aims to analyze how the school plans, organizes, implements, and evaluates its curriculum, addressing the challenges that arise in balancing academic and religious content. Using a qualitative case study approach, data were collected through interviews, observations, and document analysis. The findings reveal that while the school successfully integrates both curricula, time management remains a significant challenge for teachers, as they struggle to allocate sufficient time for both academic and religious studies. Furthermore, the lack of standardized tools to assess religious development creates inconsistencies in evaluations. However, the study also highlights best practices, including teacher collaboration, ongoing professional development, and parental involvement in curriculum evaluation, which contribute to the effectiveness of the integrated curriculum. The research concludes with recommendations for improving time allocation and developing standardized assessment tools to ensure better implementation of the dual curriculum. These findings provide valuable insights into managing integrated curricula in Islamic schools.
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INTRODUCTION
Education plays a pivotal role in shaping the quality of human resources, which is crucial for national development (Tilaar, 2012). However, the current state of education in Indonesia is facing challenges, particularly in maintaining quality at various levels of schooling, from primary to secondary education. This decline has raised concerns among educators and stakeholders, leading to efforts to improve and reform the educational system in the face of modern secular influences (Muslimin et al., 2021). The vision outlined in Indonesia’s National Education System Law No. 20 of 2003 is to cultivate students who are pious, moral, knowledgeable, creative, and responsible citizens. Achieving this ideal requires a robust educational system that develops cognitive abilities and fosters character and personality development (Mulyasa, 2011). Yet, the persistent gap between the educational ideals and the reality of the current system signals the need for significant improvements
The globalizing world presents additional challenges for Islamic education in Indonesia. Rapid modernization and secular influences have posed threats to traditional values, particularly in the realm of moral and cultural education. As Sabtina (2023) observed, the negative impacts of globalization on schooling include social stratification, declining state control over educational quality, and erosion of local culture. In response to these challenges, the Jaringan Sekolah Islam Terpadu (JSIT) or Integrated Islamic School Network emerged, offering a solution by integrating Islamic values with modern educational methods. The network, which began in 1993 with five pioneering schools, now includes nearly 2,000 schools across Indonesia, providing an alternative model that seeks to balance religious and secular education.
The concept of Sekolah Islam Terpadu (SIT) or Integrated Islamic Schools aims to offer an education system free from secular influences. SIT integrates general and religious education within a unified curriculum, thus addressing the dual objectives of fostering both academic and spiritual growth. This unique approach has garnered increasing interest from parents and communities alike, leading to the rapid expansion of SITs across the country. The success of SIT is attributed to three key factors: the educators' dedication to Islamic values, high parental expectations, and strong community support. These schools offer a holistic approach to education, emphasizing both moral character and academic excellence (Safitri, 2018; Milal et al., 2020)
While the SIT model has gained popularity, there remain challenges in implementing and managing such a dual curriculum effectively. The integration of the national curriculum with an Islamic curriculum requires careful planning, execution, and management to ensure that both sets of educational goals are met without overlap or contradiction. As highlighted by Arifin (2018), curriculum management is crucial in aligning school activities with national educational objectives while preserving the institution’s unique goals. Successful curriculum management involves careful planning, organization, and evaluation to ensure that both the national and Islamic components of the curriculum complement each other.
Previous studies have explored various aspects of curriculum implementation in Islamic schools. For instance, Ginanjar et al., (2022) demonstrated that strong leadership and managerial competencies among school principals are key factors in improving educational outcomes. Similarly, Zaini et al., (2022) emphasized the importance of aligning school activities with the curriculum to optimize learning outcomes. However, few studies have addressed the specific challenges faced by Integrated Islamic Schools in balancing national and Islamic educational goals.
This study seeks to fill that gap by examining the implementation of curriculum management in one particular Integrated Islamic School, SDIT Fadhilah in Pekanbaru. Despite the rapid growth of SITs, not all schools have successfully implemented a curriculum that effectively integrates Islamic values with national education standards. Therefore, it is crucial to investigate how SITs manage their curriculum to ensure both national and institutional educational objectives are met (Werdiningsih et al., 2023)
The research focuses on several key aspects of curriculum management: planning, organizing, implementing, and evaluating the curriculum at SDIT Fadhilah. By analyzing these processes, the study aims to provide insights into the challenges and best practices in managing a dual curriculum within an Islamic educational framework. Additionally, the study seeks to identify factors that support or hinder the successful implementation of the integrated curriculum in the context of SDIT Fadhilah (Memon et al., 2021).
The objectives of this research are to examine how SDIT Fadhilah plans and organizes its curriculum to accommodate both national and Islamic educational objectives, assess the implementation of the integrated curriculum, and evaluate the outcomes of this dual curriculum in practice. By addressing these questions, this study aims to contribute to the broader discourse on curriculum management in Islamic schools and provide practical recommendations for improving the quality of education in Integrated Islamic Schools across Indonesia (Efendi, 2022).
METHODS 
This study employs a qualitative research approach, specifically utilizing a case study design to investigate the curriculum management practices at SDIT Fadhilah in Pekanbaru. Case studies allow researchers to explore phenomena in-depth within real-world contexts, making it suitable for understanding the integration of national and Islamic curricula in educational institutions (Yin, 2018). The focus is on how curriculum planning, organization, implementation, and evaluation are managed within the school, providing a comprehensive insight into the challenges and solutions in curriculum integration.
The research was conducted at SDIT Fadhilah, an Integrated Islamic School located in Pekanbaru, Indonesia. The school was selected because of its established implementation of both national and Islamic curricula, making it an ideal case for the study. As the researcher participated actively in data collection, presence in the field was critical for direct engagement with the curriculum management process (Creswell & Poth, 2023). This on-site participation enabled the researcher to observe and interact with school staff, teachers, and students, ensuring a richer contextual understanding of the curriculum’s application.
The study targeted key stakeholders involved in the curriculum management process at SDIT Fadhilah. Primary informants included the school principal, curriculum coordinator, and teachers who were directly responsible for planning and implementing the curriculum. Secondary informants, such as support staff, were also included to provide a broader perspective on curriculum administration (Goffin et al., 2019). The selection of these informants was based on their expertise and involvement in managing the integrated curriculum, ensuring that the data collected reflected the various layers of the curriculum’s implementation.
Data were collected through a combination of qualitative methods, including in-depth interviews, observations, and document analysis. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with the school principal and teachers to explore their experiences and strategies in curriculum management (Merriam & Tisdell, 2016). Additionally, direct observations of classroom activities provided insights into how the integrated curriculum was being applied in practice. Document analysis of curriculum plans and evaluation reports further supplemented the data, allowing for triangulation and strengthening the validity of the research findings (Patton, 2015).
The data were analyzed using thematic analysis, a common technique in qualitative research that allows for the identification of patterns and themes within the data (Braun & Clarke, 2017). The analysis process involved coding the data, grouping them into categories related to curriculum management processes, and generating themes that highlighted the challenges and best practices in managing the dual curriculum. Triangulation was employed to ensure that data from interviews, observations, and document analysis were cross-referenced, enhancing the reliability of the study (Denzin, 2017).
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Based on interviews conducted with the school principal and curriculum coordinator, the planning process at SDIT Fadhilah integrates both the national education standards and Islamic values. The curriculum planning is based on government guidelines while incorporating additional religious content to meet the school's educational objectives. Observations revealed that teachers actively participate in the curriculum design phase, ensuring that lesson plans reflect both academic and spiritual growth for students. This is consistent with findings from previous studies that emphasize the role of teacher involvement in curriculum development (Fathurrahman et al., 2020). Table 1 below shows the key elements involved in the curriculum planning process at SDIT Fadhilah. 


Table 1. Key Elements of Curriculum Planning at SDIT Fadhilah

	Element
	Description

	National Curriculum
	Core subjects based on Indonesian government standards

	Islamic Education
	Integration of Islamic studies into the general curriculum

	Teacher Involvement
	Teachers collaborate in designing lesson plans

	Parental Input
	Parents provide feedback on the Islamic content



One of the most pressing challenges identified in the implementation of the integrated curriculum at SDIT Fadhilah is the difficulty of balancing the demands of both national and religious subjects. The dual nature of the curriculum requires teachers to not only meet national academic standards but also integrate religious instruction that aligns with the values and objectives of Islamic education. During interviews, several teachers expressed concerns about time management, stating that the current schedule leaves them with insufficient time to deliver both academic and religious content effectively. The pressure to cover a wide range of subjects within limited instructional hours often leads to lessons being rushed, compromising both the depth of academic instruction and the quality of religious education (Fatihin et al., 2023).
Classroom observations further corroborated these concerns, revealing that teachers frequently have to make trade-offs between covering the required academic material and ensuring that students receive comprehensive religious instruction. This balancing act creates a dilemma, as the dual curriculum places competing demands on both teachers and students. Similar challenges have been documented in previous research, which underscores the difficulty of managing dual curricula in integrated Islamic schools (Shafa, 2024). Schools like SDIT Fadhilah are faced with the task of ensuring that neither academic nor religious education is compromised, a challenge that requires innovative solutions.
To address this issue, a more strategic approach to time management is essential. This could involve revising the daily schedule to allow for more flexible and efficient use of instructional hours. For example, integrating overlapping themes from both the national and religious curricula could help reduce redundancy and maximize teaching time. Additionally, employing project-based learning or thematic instruction, where academic and religious concepts are taught concurrently, might alleviate some of the time constraints. Another potential solution is to allocate specific periods for focused religious instruction while maintaining the rigor of academic subjects through more structured planning and lesson pacing. By adopting these strategies, integrated schools can better ensure that both academic excellence and religious development are achieved without sacrificing the quality of either component.
Ultimately, resolving the time management issue is not just a logistical challenge; it is integral to the successful implementation of the integrated curriculum. Schools must strive to find a balance that reflects the educational priorities of both the national and Islamic systems while meeting the holistic needs of students. With careful planning and the adoption of innovative teaching methods, the dual curriculum can become an opportunity for enhancing students’ intellectual and spiritual development, rather than a source of tension and compromise.
The evaluation process at SDIT Fadhilah involves both formal and informal assessments. Formal assessments are aligned with the national education system, focusing on academic subjects, while informal assessments focus on students' religious development. Document analysis revealed that evaluations are carried out at the end of each term, with teachers providing feedback on both academic and spiritual progress. However, one issue highlighted by the curriculum coordinator is the lack of standardized tools to evaluate religious development, which creates inconsistencies in assessment (Ayuningsih, 2020). Figure 1 shows the distribution of evaluation methods used at SDIT Fadhilah
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Figure 1. Distribution of Evaluation Methods at SDIT Fadhilah

Despite the challenges, SDIT Fadhilah has developed several best practices to effectively manage its integrated curriculum. One of the key strategies involves fostering collaboration among teachers, who regularly meet to share teaching strategies and discuss ways to balance the dual demands of national and Islamic curricula. This collaborative approach enables teachers to refine their methods, ensuring that both academic and religious content are delivered in a way that maximizes student learning outcomes. The school administration also plays a crucial role by providing ongoing professional development programs, equipping educators with the necessary skills and knowledge to handle the complexities of an integrated curriculum. These initiatives not only improve teacher competency but also contribute to a more cohesive and effective educational environment.
Additionally, parental involvement has become an integral part of the curriculum management process at SDIT Fadhilah. By engaging parents in curriculum evaluation, the school ensures that the Islamic education components align with the cultural and religious expectations of the community. This involvement helps build trust between the school and parents, fostering a supportive environment that benefits students’ holistic development. The findings suggest that these practices—collaborative teaching, professional development, and parental involvement—are instrumental in enhancing the effectiveness of the integrated curriculum. Similar conclusions were drawn by Shidqiyah et al. (2019), who emphasized the importance of community involvement and teacher collaboration in managing integrated curricula in Islamic schools
CONCLUSION 
This study explored the curriculum management practices at SDIT Fadhilah, focusing on the integration of national and Islamic educational objectives. The findings revealed several key insights into the processes of planning, organizing, implementing, and evaluating the curriculum within the context of an Integrated Islamic School. While the school effectively incorporates both academic and religious elements, one of the main challenges identified was balancing the time demands of both national and religious subjects. Teachers often struggled with time management, as lessons were sometimes rushed to cover both curricula within the limited instructional hours. This issue highlights the need for more strategic time allocation and curriculum planning.
The evaluation process at SDIT Fadhilah also showcased a dual approach, using both formal assessments for academic subjects and informal assessments for students’ religious development. However, the absence of standardized tools for assessing religious development resulted in inconsistencies in evaluating students' spiritual progress. This inconsistency underscores the need for standardized evaluation frameworks to ensure a holistic assessment of student outcomes in both academic and religious dimensions.
To enhance curriculum management, it is recommended that SDIT Fadhilah explore more structured time allocation methods and develop standardized tools for assessing religious development. These improvements could address the current gaps and contribute to more effective curriculum implementation. A balanced and well-structured approach will not only allow for a more seamless integration of national and Islamic education but also ensure that students’ holistic development is adequately nurtured.
Future studies could focus on developing standardized assessment methods for religious education in integrated schools, as well as exploring other models of curriculum management that successfully balance academic and religious content. These studies would provide valuable insights into optimizing educational outcomes in integrated settings and ensuring the holistic development of students.
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