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Abstract
This research aims to explore the role of social media in increasing the effectiveness of English learning under the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in Banyuwangi Regency. The research method used is a combination of qualitative and quantitative research. The qualitative approach includes observation, interviews, and content analysis to understand the use of social media in learning. Meanwhile, the quantitative approach uses statistical data to measure its impact on student learning outcomes. The research results show that the integration of social media, such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube, has made a significant contribution in increasing student engagement and their learning motivation. Observations indicate that students are more enthusiastic and active in the learning process when the material is delivered via a platform that is familiar to them in everyday life. Interviews with teachers revealed that social media helps increase student participation in online discussions and assignments posted online. The use of social media also expands students' access to educational content outside of formal class hours, which has a positive impact on their English language understanding and skills. Students can easily access learning videos and interact with materials shared in class groups, deepening their understanding of the topics taught. In conclusion, the integration of social media in English learning with the Merdeka Curriculum in Banyuwangi Regency encourages active, collaborative and personal learning. Social media not only facilitates learning that is more relevant to students' daily lives, but also improves the quality of their learning outcomes. This step shows that the use of social media as a learning tool can be an innovative strategy to achieve more dynamic and responsive educational goals.
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Introduction
The importance of learning English is not only a necessity in a global context, but also plays a vital role in increasing competitiveness and adaptation to global dynamics at the local level, such as Banyuwangi Regency. English has become the main means of communication in the international world, enabling individuals to engage in information exchange, cross-cultural collaboration, and active participation in various global forums. English language skills are not only relevant in business and work aspects, but are also important in understanding developments in technology, science and international culture ( Hamzah, 2015); ( Djelantik, et , al., 2015) . In Banyuwangi Regency, where tourism growth and the industrial sector are increasingly developing, mastery of English is the key to maximizing economic potential and improving the quality of human resources. In addition, global challenges such as climate change, global health issues, and sustainable development require active participation and deep understanding from local communities. By mastering English, individuals in Banyuwangi Regency can engage in international discussions and cooperation to overcome these challenges effectively. Therefore, learning English is not just an additional skill, but rather a strategic investment in facing an increasingly globally connected future ( Zebua, et , al., 2023); (Ghafara, et, al., 2023) .
The Merdeka Curriculum, as an educational innovation, is a response to the dynamics of learning needs that continue to develop. The background to the emergence of the Independent Curriculum can be understood in the context of the global transformation of education which demands active involvement of students, use of technology and contextual learning. This initiative was born from awareness of the diversity of students' ways of learning and the desire to provide greater freedom to educators in adapting learning methods to student characteristics and surrounding environmental conditions ( Julaeha, 2019); (Thaariq, et, al., 2023) . The basic concept of the Independent Curriculum prioritizes a holistic approach, not only focused on academic achievement, but also character development, creativity and a deep understanding of learning content. This innovative effort aims to enrich learning methods and approaches by incorporating relevant elements, including the use of local resources that are rich in culture, history and the environment around students ( Wurtiningsih, 2023) .
The relevance of social media in education involves understanding the vital role it plays in everyday life and how its relevance can be applied in the context of English language learning. Facts show that social media has become an inseparable part of social interaction and information exchange in modern society. In everyday life, individuals often use social media platforms to communicate, share ideas, and access information quickly (Perssela, et , al., 2022); (Khoiruman, et, al., 2023). In the context of English education, the relevance of social media lies in its potential as a tool that can increase learning effectiveness. Social media allows students to engage in interactive discussions, share learning resources, and gain deeper understanding through online collaboration ( Ammar, 2023); (Putra, & Pratama, 2023) . In addition, social media platforms can be a means for teachers to present learning material creatively and interestingly, motivating students with content that is more relevant to their lives ( Wibowo, 2023); (Husain, 2014) . 
The potential of social media in increasing learning effectiveness is very significant. Social media is not only a communication and entertainment tool, but also a platform that allows active interaction in an educational context. First of all, social media can increase student engagement by providing a familiar and interesting environment for them ( Singarimbun, 2023); (Pujiono, 2021) . In English learning settings, the existence of social media platforms can make learning more relevant to students' daily lives. Additionally, social media facilitates discussions between students and teachers. Online discussion forums can be a forum for students to share opinions, exchange ideas, and discuss learning material. This not only enriches the learning process but also builds an inclusive and collaborative learning community. No less important, social media provides interactive learning resources. Through visual content, videos and various online activities, students can learn English more fun and effectively ( Abidin, et , al., 2021); (Meinawati, & Baron, 2019) . The possibility of a variety of learning materials on social media provides flexibility for teachers and students to adapt learning to their respective learning styles . By exploiting this potential, the integration of social media in the context of the Independent Curriculum in Banyuwangi Regency can be an innovative step to achieve learning goals that are more dynamic and responsive to student needs.

Research methods
This research is included in the type of combined qualitative and quantitative research ( mixed methods research ) ( Mulyadi, 2011) . This approach includes qualitative analysis to understand the role of social media in English learning by involving observation, interviews, and content analysis ( Pahleviannur, et , al., 2022) . Meanwhile, a quantitative approach is used to measure learning effectiveness through statistical data, surveys, or measuring student performance. By combining these two approaches, research can provide a comprehensive and in-depth picture of the role of social media in increasing the effectiveness of English language learning under the implementation of the Merdeka Curriculum in Banyuwangi Regency.
Data collection techniques will be carried out through three main techniques: observation, interviews and documentation ( Jailani, 2023); (Sugiyono, 2020) . Observation: The research team will directly observe the learning process in the classroom, focusing on student interactions with social media integrated in the curriculum. Observations will include the level of student engagement, responses to material, and interactions between students and teachers. Interviews: Interviews will be conducted with teachers, students and related parties to gain an in-depth understanding of their experiences in implementing social media in English learning. Focused questions will be asked to explore their views and responses to this concept. Documentation: Data will be collected through documentation of learning materials using social media, such as student project results, online discussions, and teacher notes. In addition, official documents such as learning implementation plans and test result evaluations will also be taken as part of the analysis. This combination technique will provide a comprehensive picture of the impact of using social media in increasing the effectiveness of English learning, by paying attention to aspects of student participation, teacher response, and learning outcomes ( Hajarudin, 2023) .
In exploring the role of social media in increasing the effectiveness of English language learning in Banyuwangi Regency, this research will adopt a qualitative and quantitative approach. Qualitative data analysis will involve an in-depth process to understand participants' experiences and perceptions of social media integration. Interviews with teachers, students and related parties will be recorded, translated and analyzed using thematic coding methods. Findings will be categorized and interpreted to identify patterns, thematic conclusions, and in-depth perspectives regarding the impact of social media in learning contexts ( Wijaya, 2020); (Solehudin, et, al., 2023) . On the other hand, quantitative data analysis will be carried out to statistically measure the impact of social media integration. Data from questionnaires and learning outcomes tests will be processed using descriptive and inferential statistical techniques. Correlation analysis will be used to identify the relationship between certain variables, such as the intensity of social media use and increased learning outcomes ( Febriani, & Dewi, 2018) . The results of these two approaches will be integrated to present a comprehensive picture of the effectiveness of using social media in supporting English language learning with the Merdeka Curriculum in Banyuwangi Regency.

Results and Discussion
Integration of Social Media in English Language Learning
The integration of social media in English learning has become an important innovation in Banyuwangi Regency, especially in implementing the Independent Curriculum. Observation results in several schools show that the use of platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube as additional learning tools has had a significant impact on student engagement and motivation. In interviews with several teachers, they revealed that students were more enthusiastic in learning when the material was delivered via social media because they were already familiar with the platform in everyday life. Documentation of the learning process also shows increased student participation in online discussions and assignments posted on social media.
Additionally, social media allows students to access relevant educational content outside of formal class hours. Observations show that students often use their free time to watch learning videos on YouTube or interact with material shared in the class Facebook group. Teachers interviewed stated that this access helps students to deepen their understanding of the topics taught in class and improve their overall English skills. Documentation of student learning outcomes shows significant increases in test and assignment scores after the integration of social media in learning.
The use of social media also provides opportunities for students to practice writing and speaking skills in English more intensively. In interviews, some students expressed that they felt more comfortable writing essays or articles on the class blog or participating in video discussions on Instagram Live. Observations show that students who actively use social media for these exercises show greater improvements in writing and speaking skills compared to students who do not. Documentation of writing assignments and video recordings demonstrated significant progress in the quality and fluency of the language used by students.
Furthermore, the integration of social media has encouraged student engagement in active and collaborative learning. The results of observations and interviews show that students collaborate more often on group projects via social media platforms, share ideas, and provide feedback to each other . Teachers interviewed reported that social media facilitates more effective and efficient communication among students, allowing them to work together even in different locations. Documentation of group projects shows improvements in the quality of work output and the level of collaboration between students.
Finally, the use of social media has increased the flexibility and accessibility of English language learning in accordance with the principles of the adaptive and personalized Independent Curriculum. Observations show that students can learn at their own pace and learning style , taking advantage of the various resources available on social media. Interviews with teachers revealed that this flexibility helps meet students' individual needs, allowing them to catch up or deepen in material they are interested in. Documentation of learning outcomes shows that students who use social media as part of their learning strategy tend to show greater improvements in academic outcomes compared to students who rely solely on conventional learning.

Use of Social Media to Improve Writing Skills
Studies show that the use of social media in English learning can improve students' writing skills. By posting writing assignments on social media platforms, students can receive feedback from peers and teachers, which can help them improve and develop their writing skills. Based on the results of interviews with several English teachers in Banyuwangi Regency, they stated that students who actively posted writing assignments on social media showed significant improvements in their writing skills. These teachers also noted that feedback provided by peers was often more detailed and constructive, as students felt more comfortable providing feedback to their peers compared to direct feedback from the teacher.
Observations carried out in several schools in Banyuwangi Regency showed that students who were actively involved in learning via social media also showed improvements in speaking skills. Platforms such as Instagram and YouTube allow students to create and share video presentations or short stories in English. Students who participate in this activity tend to be more confident when speaking in public and are better able to construct sentences well. The resulting video documentation can also be used as evaluation material to see the development of students' speaking skills over time.
The results of interviews with students show that they feel more motivated to learn English when using social media as a learning tool. They feel that social media provides a more fun and interactive learning environment compared to conventional learning methods. Students also mentioned that they can learn from content created by other social media users, such as vloggers and influencers who speak English. This gives them exposure to language that is more authentic and relevant to everyday life.
In terms of learning effectiveness, the documentation collected shows that the use of social media in English learning is in line with the principles of the Independent Curriculum which emphasizes adaptive and personalized learning. Social media allows students to learn at their own pace and learning style . Teachers can assign different assignments according to students' abilities and interests, as well as provide faster and more specific feedback. Classroom observations also show that students are more involved and active in the learning process when they are given the freedom to use social media as a learning aid .
Overall, the results of this research show that social media has a significant role in increasing the effectiveness of English learning in Banyuwangi Regency. The use of social media not only improves students' writing and speaking skills, but also increases their motivation and engagement in learning. Interviews with teachers and students, as well as existing documentation, support the finding that social media can be an effective tool in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum. Thus, schools in Banyuwangi Regency can consider integrating social media more intensively in their learning strategies to achieve more optimal results.

Effectiveness of Social Media in Improving Speaking Competence
The use of video and live streaming features on social media provides opportunities for students to practice speaking English. Observation results show that platforms such as YouTube and Instagram Live are often used by teachers to provide material in real-time, which allows students to see direct examples of English use in relevant contexts. Additionally, this feature also allows students to record and upload their own presentations, which can then be reviewed by their teachers and classmates. This process not only improves speaking skills, but also gives students the opportunity to receive constructive feedback that they can use to improve their abilities.
Interviews with several students and teachers in Banyuwangi Regency revealed that direct interaction through comments and messages on social media is very effective in improving speaking competence. Teachers can provide immediate responses to questions and problems students face, which creates a more dynamic and responsive learning environment. Students also feel more confident to speak English when they interact via social media because they feel more relaxed and less stressed compared to traditional classroom situations. This shows that social media not only functions as a communication tool, but also as a platform that supports active and participatory learning.
Documentation of learning activities on social media shows that the use of this interactive feature allows more intensive and practical communication between students and teachers. For example, a live streaming session where the teacher explains the material in English and students can ask questions directly via the comments column. This interaction makes the learning process more lively and provides a deeper learning experience for students. Through this documentation, it can be seen that students who actively participated in the live streaming sessions showed significant improvement in their speaking skills.
Furthermore, observations of the use of social media in English learning in Banyuwangi show that students who engage in online discussions through comment and message features tend to have a better understanding of the lesson material. They can exchange ideas and opinions directly with their classmates, which encourages collaboration and shared learning. This is in line with the principles of the Independent Curriculum which emphasizes learning that is adaptive and appropriate to student needs. By using social media, students can learn anytime and anywhere, thus providing high flexibility in the learning process.
Finally, interviews with teachers indicated that social media provides a variety of tools and features that can be used to increase the effectiveness of English language learning. Teachers can use these features to create engaging, interactive content that students can access outside of school hours. For example, teachers can make videos explaining material that students can repeat until they really understand. Additionally, poll and quiz features on social media can be used to evaluate student understanding in real-time, which helps teachers to adapt their teaching methods according to student needs.

Encouraging Student Engagement in Active Learning
Social media provides a platform for more interactive and participatory learning. Observation results show that the use of social media such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube in learning English has enabled students to share information more widely and in depth. Students who were initially passive in conventional classes are now more active in discussing and sharing knowledge. They use comments, live streaming and direct messaging features to interact not only with fellow students, but also with teachers and experts in the field of English. This indicates a significant increase in student engagement, which is also reflected in their better learning outcomes.
In interviews with teachers in Banyuwangi Regency, it was found that they felt social media helped bridge the gap between learning material and student needs. One teacher stated, "With social media, I can provide direct feedback and direct students to relevant learning resources, so they understand the material more quickly." In addition, teachers also use social media to monitor student progress and provide additional support through online discussion groups. The use of social media has proven effective in implementing the Independent Curriculum which is flexible and adaptive to student needs.
Documentation from group projects carried out online shows that students are more creative and innovative in completing their assignments. They use a variety of digital tools to create engaging presentations, videos and infographics. For example, in one group project about British culture, students used Instagram to create accounts that showcased various aspects of that culture through photos and videos. These activities not only improve their understanding of the material, but also develop digital skills that are much needed in this modern era. The results of this documentation show that social media can be an effective tool in developing student competencies holistically.
Furthermore, the results of interviews with students revealed that they felt more motivated and challenged in learning English when using social media. One student said, "I feel more motivated to learn English because I can immediately see the results of my work on social media and get responses from friends and teachers." This social interaction provides a more meaningful and enjoyable learning experience for students, which in turn increases learning effectiveness. Students also report that they feel more confident in using English in everyday situations, both orally and in writing.
Finally, observations show that social media allows easier and more flexible access to learning resources. Students can access learning materials anytime and anywhere, which strongly supports the Independent Curriculum principle which emphasizes independent and personalized learning. Documentation of learning activities shows that students often use social media outside formal lesson hours to review material, discuss with friends, and look for additional information. This shows that social media not only increases the effectiveness of English learning, but also forms positive and sustainable learning habits.

Increasing Learning Accessibility and Flexibility
The use of social media allows English learning to be more flexible and accessible anytime and anywhere. This is very relevant in the context of the Independent Curriculum which emphasizes adaptive and personalized learning, according to students' needs and interests. From observations in several schools in Banyuwangi Regency, it appears that the use of social media as an English learning tool has become common practice . Teachers use platforms such as WhatsApp, Instagram and YouTube to provide additional materials, exercises and assignments to students. This flexibility allows students to learn in the time and place of their choosing, thereby supporting a more independent and responsible learning style .
In interviews with several English teachers in Banyuwangi Regency, they stated that social media helps in creating a more interactive and interesting learning environment. One teacher mentioned that by using Instagram, students can post assignments in the form of videos or images which are then commented on by their friends. This not only increases student engagement but also provides an opportunity for them to receive immediate feedback, which is very important in the teaching and learning process. Teachers also emphasized that social media can reach students who may have difficulty following conventional lessons in class.
Documentation obtained from several schools shows that the use of social media has increased student participation in learning English. One example is the "English Challenge" program held at a high school in Banyuwangi. In this program, students are invited to participate in daily challenges posted in the class WhatsApp group. These challenges include activities such as making a short video in English, answering a quiz, or writing a short essay. This documentation shows that the level of student participation in the challenge was very high, with the majority of students making active and creative contributions.
In addition, interviews with students revealed that they felt more motivated to learn English through social media. One student expressed that he felt more comfortable doing English assignments at home using social media compared to in class. These students mentioned that social media provided a space for them to express and learn from mistakes without direct pressure from teachers or classmates. This shows that social media not only increases accessibility but also provides a more comfortable and safe learning experience for students.
Further observations indicated that the use of social media also supported collaborative learning. Students often collaborate on group projects conducted online via social media platforms. For example, they create presentations together using applications like Google Slides and then share them in class groups to get feedback from peers and teachers. This approach not only improves their English skills but also develops collaborative and technological skills that are important in this digital era.
From the results of documentation and observations, it is also clear that social media plays an important role in supporting the Independent Curriculum which emphasizes project-based learning and real experiences. For example, students at a junior high school in Banyuwangi used social media to carry out a research project on local culture and presented their findings in the form of a vlog. This project not only enriches their understanding of English but also strengthens the link between academic learning and everyday life.
Overall, this research shows that social media has great potential to increase the effectiveness of English language learning in implementing the Merdeka Curriculum in Banyuwangi Regency. By providing flexible access and a supportive learning environment, social media can help students learn in a more adaptive and personalized way . This is in line with the aim of the Merdeka Curriculum to create learning that is relevant, meaningful, and prepares students to face future challenges.

Conclusion
The use of social media in learning English in Banyuwangi Regency shows significant effectiveness in the context of the Independent Curriculum. The integration of platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube increases student engagement, motivation, and writing and speaking skills. Social media facilitates active and collaborative learning through online discussions and group projects, allowing flexibility and adaptive accessibility to individual student needs. In addition, social media provides a familiar and engaging environment, motivates students with relevant and interactive content, and supports the development of language skills in a more effective and enjoyable way. Thus, the integration of social media in education is an innovative step that is in line with the principles of the Independent Curriculum, improving the quality and effectiveness of English language learning in Banyuwangi Regency.
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