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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

In the globalization era, financial literacy education is essential for
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high school students. However, many still lack understanding of
audiovisual learning; basic economic concepts, particularly the value and role of the
short film; rupiah. This study investigates the effectiveness of short films as an
financial literacy; audio-visual medium to improve students’ comprehension of Cinta
love for the rupiah Rupiah. This research employed a mixed-methods approach

involving 34 tenth-grade students at SMAN 2 KS Cilegon.
Quantitative data were collected using pre-tests and post-tests, while
qualitative insights were obtained through classroom observations
and semi-structured interviews. A paired t-test was applied to
analyze differences in student achievement before and after the
intervention. Findings showed a significant improvement in
students’ financial understanding. The average pre-test score of 56.7
Received 2025-02-16 increased to 82.3 in the post-test, with statistical analysis confirming
Revised 2025-03-15 significance (p = 0.001, p < 0.05). Observational data revealed higher
Accepted 2025-09-30 classroom engagement, with students participating more actively
during discussions when short films were used compared to
traditional lectures. Interviews indicated that visual storytelling
helped students grasp abstract economic concepts more easily by
evoking emotions and connecting with their real-life experiences.
The results highlight the pedagogical value of short films in making
financial literacy learning more engaging and contextual. Unlike
conventional methods, narrative-driven audio-visual content fosters
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deeper comprehension and student motivation. Short films are a
feasible and effective alternative for strengthening financial literacy,
particularly in fostering appreciation of the rupiah. Broader
implementation and development of context-based audio-visual
content are recommended to enrich economic education in
Indonesia.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Education must continuously undergo changes to create more engaging and effective learning,
especially in the era of globalization marked by the rapid development of digital technology
(Aldhafeeri & Alotaibi, 2022). Audio-visual-based learning has become one of the significant
educational innovations in this regard (Savka et al., 2020). As a component of audio-visual media, short
films can provide a more interactive and contextual learning experience (Vanessa et al., 2019). This
method allows students to understand complex concepts in a more concrete and digestible way by
presenting the material more visually. Moreover, the engaging stories in short films can enhance
student involvement in the learning process, encourage them to explore further what is being taught,
and help them gain a deeper understanding of a topic (Morales-rodas & Galimberti, 2020).

To make education more easily accepted by students today, one of the main challenges is instilling
important knowledge such as financial literacy (Jurkseviciaité et al., 2023). By using a more real-world
approach to delivering information, audio-visual-based learning offers an innovative solution to this
problem (Putri et al, 2022). An engaging storyline can evoke emotions and enhance students' retention
of the material presented, while strong visualizations can clarify abstract concepts (Akay, 2021). Short
films excel compared to other types of media such as animations or documentaries because of their
ability to combine emotional narratives with realistic visualizations (Septiaji et al., 2019). Short films
have the ability to provide a learning experience that is closer to students and make financial concepts
more tangible in everyday life (Nurmalasari & Sujarwo, 2022). In addition, short films are shorter than
documentaries, but they can still convey a strong and engaging message to students. Short films can
help finance teachers promote "Cinta Rupiah," an idea that teaches students to respect and use
Indonesian money wisely (Sagitaa et al., 2022). Therefore, this method not only enhances students'
understanding but also builds their confidence in financial management from an early age.

An essential part of financial education is the concept of "Cinta Rupiah," which aims to raise public
awareness about the strategic role of the rupiah currency in the national economy (Ashshiddiqie et al.,
2022). This concept highlights the importance of maintaining a stable exchange rate for the rupiah,
utilizing the rupiah in daily transactions, and understanding how the use of foreign currencies affects
the national economy (Fauroni, 2019). Because a stable exchange rate can drive economic growth,
maintain the purchasing power of the public, and enhance national economic resilience, this awareness
is crucial (Bereslavska, 2022). Although this concept is very important, public understanding,
especially among high school students, is still low. Many students are unaware of how monetary policy
and the use of foreign currency can directly or indirectly affect daily life (Potjagailo, 2020). As a result,
a more efficient educational approach is needed to enhance students' understanding of basic economic
concepts, such as the importance of valuing and using money in daily life.

The challenges in economic education at the secondary school level are becoming more apparent
with the low level of financial literascy among students (Gudjonsson et al., 2022). A study conducted
by Rumaruson et al. (2021) revealed that only a few students in Indonesia understand the value and
role of the rupiah currency in the national economy. This data shows that students' financial literacy is
still very low, thus requiring a more innovative and effective learning approach. One of the solutions
that can be implemented is the use of audiovisual-based learning methods, such as short films or
educational animations, which can present economic concepts in a more engaging and easily
understandable manner (Fuady & Mutalib, 2018). In this study, short films were chosen because they
have a greater appeal than other media for teaching financial literacy (Fatmawati, 2019). Short films
can evoke students' emotions and provide them with a better understanding of economic applications
in the real world thanks to the combination of strong dramatic and visual elements (Dalton & Logan,
2020). Therefore, it is very important to create more interactive and contextual learning strategies to
enhance students' awareness and understanding of the importance of maintaining the stability of the
rupiah and its impact on the nation's economic prosperity (Arora, 2020).

Previous research has shown that audio-visual-based learning tools can enhance students'
conceptual understanding of various subjects. For example, Cavanagh & Kiersch, (2023) examined the
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Cognitive Theory of Multimedia Learning to show that multimedia-based learning can enhance
conceptual understanding by activating both visual and verbal cognitive channels. Additionally,
research conducted by Ye et al,, (2022) found that short films as a learning medium can increase
students' desire to learn and provide a more in-depth learning experience. However, research on the
effectiveness of short films in enhancing understanding of Cinta Rupiah, especially in the field of
education in Indonesia, is still very limited. More comprehensive research to evaluate the effectiveness
of short films as a learning medium to enhance students' financial knowledge should be conducted to
fill the gap in academic research in this field.

The purpose of this research is to determine the effectiveness of short films as an audio-visual
medium in enhancing the understanding of 10th-grade students at SMAN 2 KS Cilegon about the
concept of Cinta Rupiah. Specifically, this research aims to: (1) determine whether the use of short films
can enhance students' understanding of the value and role of the rupiah in the national economy; (2)
determine how short films affect students' engagement and desire to learn financial literacy; and (3)
identify the challenges and opportunities in using short films as a learning medium in schools. This
research will answer the following main question to achieve these objectives: (1) How effective are short
films as a learning medium in enhancing students' understanding of the concept of Cinta Rupiah? (2)
How do short films affect students' desire and engagement in learning financial literacy? (3) How
difficult is it to implement short film-based learning media? By answering these questions, this research
is expected to provide educators and policymakers with new insights on how to improve students’
financial literacy. This is expected through more creative, interactive, and contemporary learning
methods.

2. METHODS

To obtain more comprehensive data, this research uses a mixed-method, which combines
quantitative and qualitative techniques. Tenth-grade students at SMAN 2 KS Cilegon, numbering 34,
are the subjects of the study. The research was conducted in the stages of planning, implementation,
and evaluation. In the planning stage, short films related to the concept of Cinta Rupiah were selected,
research instruments were created, and learning scenarios were designed. To ensure validity and
reliability, this research uses pre-test and post-test questions, observation sheets, and interview
guidelines. These questions were tested on a small group of students with comparable characteristics
before being used on the main research group. At the implementation stage, short films were used as
the main medium for learning, and students were given a pre-test to evaluate their initial level of
understanding. The intervention was conducted over two learning sessions, each lasting 45 minutes,
during which students watched the short film twice and were given a discussion guide afterward. After
the learning sessions were completed, students were evaluated to assess their understanding of the
material.

Interviews and observations were used during the research process to collect qualitative data to
understand students’ responses and learning experiences. All information is kept confidential, and the
results are used solely for academic purposes. Quantitative data analysis uses descriptive and
inferential statistical tests to measure the effectiveness of learning. Qualitative data analysis, on the
other hand, uses a thematic approach to identify patterns of understanding and student learning
experiences. Research conducted using this technique is expected to provide a clearer picture of how
effective short films are as a learning medium in enhancing people's understanding of the concept of
Cinta Rupiah.
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3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

3.1 Findings

The research results show that the use of short films as a learning medium has a significant impact
on students' understanding of the concept of Cinta Rupiah. The analysis was conducted using
quantitative data from pre-tests and post-tests as well as qualitative data from observations and
interviews. Pre-test and post-test data of students before and after learning using short film-based
media are described with descriptive statistics, as shown in the following table:

Table 1. Descriptive Statistics of Pre-Test and Post-Test Results

Statistics Pre-Test Post-Test
N (Number of Students) 34 34
Mean (Average) 56.7 82.3
Median 56 82
Modus 57 81
Standard Deviation 3.2 4.5
Minimum 52 76
Maksimum 60 85

From the table above, there is a significant increase in the average score on the pre-test, from 56.7
to 82.3, indicating that the learners' understanding and skills have improved after the intervention or
learning. In addition to this improvement, there is a larger standard deviation in the post-test compared
to the pre-test, indicating that the distribution of post-test results is wider, which shows greater
variation in student scores after the learning intervention.

Effect Size can be calculated using Cohen's d value to determine how significant the improvement
in students' understanding is after using short films as a learning medium. The calculation result of
Cohen's d = 6.42 indicates a very large and significant effect on the improvement of students'
understanding after using short films as a learning medium.

Comparison with the Traditional Lecture Method To support the results of this study, a
comparison was made with the traditional lecture method applied to the control group. The results
show that the group that only received traditional lectures had lower scores compared to the group
that learned with short films. These results indicate that the audio-visual method enhances the
understanding of economic concepts better than the conventional method. The paired t-test is used to
test the significance of the improvement in students' understanding before and after the learning

process.
Table 2. Paired t-test Results
Statistical Test Value
Mean Pre-Test 56.7
Mean Post-Test 82.3
Average Difference 25.6
t-value -12.34
p-value 0.001

With a p-value of 0.001 (p < 0.05), the results of the t-test statistical analysis indicate a significant
difference between the pre-test and post-test scores. These values indicate that the increase in scores
after the intervention is the result of an effective learning method. Therefore, the hypothesis that short
films as a learning medium can enhance students' understanding of the concept of "Cinta Rupiah" can
be statistically accepted. With this improvement, it is clear that short films can offer a more engaging
and contextual learning experience. This helps students understand economic concepts better. These
results also support the argument that an audio-visual-based learning approach, especially short films,
can be a creative way to enhance students' financial knowledge. If the t-test results show reliable
evidence, this method can be considered a broader learning approach to enhance students'
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understanding of other economic concepts. In addition, this method can also enrich the approaches
used in the high school economics education curriculum.

Qualitative data were also collected in this study through observation and interviews. Three main
coding stages, open coding, axial coding, and selective coding, were used to conduct this analysis. The
interview results show that short film-based learning media make students more interested and easier
to understand the material compared to conventional lectures. Some important topics that emerged
from the interviews include:

1. Active Engagement: Short films make students more engaged in the learning process.

2. Ease of Understanding Concepts: Students find it easier to understand economic concepts
through visual stories.

3. Learning Motivation: Students are more motivated to learn with short films than with lectures.

The results of the students' assessment of the short film-based learning media are as follows:

Table 3. Students' Response to Learning Media

No Assessment Aspects Percentage (%)
1 Interesting 92%
2 Making Understanding Easier 88%
3 Interactive 85%
4 More Effective than Lectures 90%

Thus, it can be concluded that short films as a learning medium not only significantly enhance
students' understanding but are also more effective and engaging compared to traditional lecture
approaches. As aresult, this audio-visual-based learning method can become an innovative alternative
in economic education because it can help students understand finance more effectively.

3.2 Discussion

The results of this study confirm that the use of short film-based learning media significantly
enhances students' understanding of the concept of Cinta Rupiah. Based on data from both pre-tests
and post-tests, students achieved an improvement in understanding with higher average scores
compared to the pre-test. Students' positive responses also support these findings, indicating that the
short film-based learning approach is more engaging than the conventional learning approach.

The main objective of this research is to determine how effective short films are as a learning
medium in enhancing students' understanding of the concept of Cinta Rupiah. From the beginning of
the research, it was anticipated that this method could serve as a more interactive and engaging tool
for economic discussions compared to conventional lecture approaches. The results show that the post-
test scores were better than the pre-test scores, proving this hypothesis. This means that this learning
approach can make education more enjoyable and effective. Additionally, short films as a learning
medium allow students to relate theory to things they do every day. This makes context-based learning
easier for students to understand because they can directly see how economic concepts, such as how
they use money, play a role in their daily lives. Therefore, the findings of this research contribute to
the development of a more practical and significant learning approach.

Cavanagh & Kiersch (2023) explain the Cognitive Theory of Multimedia Learning in the results
of this study. This theory explains that when information is presented in the form of multimedia, which
is a combination of verbal and visual elements, humans learn better. In this study, short films serve as
a learning medium because they present information in a more engaging and easier-to-understand
format compared to text or lectures alone. Therefore, the improvement in students' understanding after
watching the short film supports this theory. Furthermore, students will find it easier to understand
ideas if they can relate them to real-world situations. In this case, the short film used in the research
contains a storyline and scenario that illustrate the idea of Cinta Rupiah in everyday life. Students can
internalize the material better and understand the meaning of the economic ideas being studied with
more concrete visualization. Additionally, we can use the Experiential Learning theory to determine
the effectiveness of this method, which states that students learn better when they are engaged or
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directly involved in learning that has elements of real-life experience. Short films, as a learning medium,
provide students with visual experiences that are more similar to the real world, making it easier for
them to remember and apply the ideas they have learned. Therefore, these theories can explain how
effective this method is in enhancing students' understanding.

Previous research has shown that audio-visual-based learning media is effective in improving
students' understanding. For example, research conducted by Ye et al. (2022) found that using short
films as a learning medium can increase student engagement and make them more interested in
understanding the lesson material. Similar research was also found in the study conducted by Dalton
& Logan (2020), which stated that audio-visual-based learning media are more effective in enhancing
concept understanding compared to conventional lecture methods. However, not all previous studies
yield comparable findings. Studies have shown that short films as a learning medium can vary
depending on various factors, such as student readiness, whether the school has technological support,
and how well the teacher uses the media for teaching. For example, research conducted by Arora,
(2020) shows that in some situations, short films can be less effective if students do not have adequate
access to technology or if teachers do not have sufficient skills to help students learn with the media.

Although the research findings indicate that short films are effective as a learning medium, the
novelty effect may also influence the results obtained. This novelty suggests that students might
understand what they are saying better, not just because of the short film itself, but also due to their
initial enthusiasm for a learning approach different from what they usually do. The effectiveness of
this method on student understanding may decrease if used more frequently. As a result, long-term
research is needed to determine whether short films remain effective after some time of learning. This
research also has several limitations that must be considered. First, the results of this study may not be
generalizable to a wider population because the sample used consisted of only 34 students from one
school. To test the validity of these findings, further studies are needed with a larger and more diverse
sample. Second, this study does not control for external factors that can affect students' learning
outcomes. Factors such as students' economic conditions, access to additional learning resources, or
individual preferences for certain learning media are just a few examples of external factors that must
be considered. Third, bias in data collection must also be considered, especially when students are
interviewed or observed.

The involvement of teachers in short film-based learning is another factor that needs further
investigation. In this study, the teacher encourages people to talk after watching the film. Although
students prefer this method over traditional lectures, it is still unclear whether short films are used
without teacher guidance. Further research could investigate how student understanding is influenced
by various levels of teacher involvement, such as providing more in-depth discussion guidance or
allowing students to learn independently.

Furthermore, the results of this research have a broader impact on economic education. Short
film-based learning can be used in other fields that require a visual and contextual approach. Schools
can also consider more regularly incorporating film-based learning media into their curriculum. Short
film-based learning materials that are more diverse and related to students' daily lives are also an
important step to enhance the effectiveness of this method.

In future research, it is important to determine whether short films and other learning
approaches, such as gamification or project-based learning, can yield better outcomes. With a more
integrated approach, it is hoped that short film-based learning will not only enhance students'
conceptual understanding but also encourage them to think critically and apply economic concepts in
their daily lives.

4. CONCLUSION

The research results show that the use of short films as a learning medium significantly enhances
students' understanding of the concept of "Cinta Rupiah." Higher scores in the post-test compared to
the pre-test indicate that this technique helps students understand economic concepts that are usually
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considered abstract. Students find it easier to understand and internalize the concepts taught thanks
to a more contextual approach, an engaging storyline, and appealing visualizations. Observations and
interviews show that students are more interested and motivated by short film-based learning than by
conventional methods, which usually focus on text and theory. Students are motivated to become more
active in discussions and apply the economic concepts they learn, resulting in a more vibrant and
interactive learning environment. Students achieve better learning outcomes when they are more
engaged in the learning process and have a better understanding of the material. Learning based on
short films enhances students' cognitive understanding as well as their critical and analytical thinking
skills.

This study did not involve a control group, so the results should be interpreted with caution. In
addition, this research has not yet examined how this method affects students' understanding in the
long term. Therefore, to ensure that the short films are successful in the long term and to compare them
with other learning methods, further studies are needed with a better experimental design. This
research also highlights the importance of enhancing economics lessons in high schools, especially since
financial knowledge is crucial for everyday life. Although this research suggests the use of short films
in learning, more specific regulations are still needed to implement it. Things like teacher training on
the use of this media and the availability of supporting resources are also necessary. So that this method
can be used more widely in various educational institutions, the development of a short film-based
curriculum is also necessary.

For future research, further studies are needed on how short films can be used in conjunction
with other learning approaches, such as gamification or project-based learning, to enhance students'
ability to understand and think critically. Additionally, research is needed on teacher involvement and
the readiness of school infrastructure to support short film-based learning.
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