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1. INTRODUCTION

An essential developmental stage in early life is the acquisition of language proficiency. As
Anggraeni, Hartati, and Nurani (2019) state, speaking involves the coordination of muscles to produce
meaningful articulation of sounds and words to express sentiments and thoughts to the listener
directly. Verbal communication is a cognitive process by which the human mind articulates and
conveys thoughts and ideas (Maudyta & Wahdini, 2023). Speaking is the capacity to convey thoughts
or ideas using words, some of which can be understood or communicated (Karunia, 2019). Widiasari,
Suarni, and Antara (2018) assert that optimal preparation of physical and mental readiness is crucial in
the development of children's speaking ability. Additionally, the speaking style should be taken into
consideration as children tend to imitate easily. It is important to provide opportunities for children to
practise speaking and offer them encouragement and guidance. Speaking encompasses three distinct
yet interconnected processes: acquiring the ability to articulate words, expanding one's lexicon, and
constructing coherent sentences (Elya, Nadiroh, & Nurani, 2019). According to Lisharti, Fahruddin,
and Nurhasanah (2020), children between the ages of 5 and 6 exhibit speech development
characteristics that are influenced by their listening and reading skills. These abilities are evident in the
way children interact with their surroundings, such as conveying information, asking questions,
seeking assistance, and responding to inquiries. This skill assesses the child's capacity to organise a
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range of mastered words into coherent, structured conversations. It includes the child's ability to
reproduce explanations or dialogues they have heard accurately, using appropriate vocabulary and
sentence structures to ensure comprehension by others. A child's communication skills and self-
confidence are positively influenced by the extent of their vocabulary (Pradinda & Santana, 2020). It
necessitates consistent practise and habitual repetition.

There are many ways to help children improve their speaking skills, one of which is audio-visual
media. The use of audio-visual media in learning is very effective, because it can help educators to
shape students' enthusiasm for learning with pictures or videos that can be used as examples of learning
theories explained by educator ( Hastining, Aini, Maisaroh, & Mayasari, 2020). Through audio-visual
media, it can train children's concentration and children's ability to remember, moreover, the learning
displayed through audio-visual media is very interesting and in accordance with the characteristics of
children (Rifmasari, Zein, & Anggraini, 2022). Meanwhile (Santos et al., 2018) states that by using audio-
visual media, moral learning from fairy tales will increase children's interest in learning and the level
of understanding of children will be higher. Likewise with the results research (Pujiastuti, 2019) that
audio-visual media telling wayang stories can help develop language skills in children which include
skills of listening, reading, speaking and writing. From the child's weaknesses, it is necessary to take an
action that can improve children's speaking skills by applying audiovisual media with animated films,
because audiovisual media is a tool that can be used to send messages from the sender, in this case the
teacher to the child, so that it can stimulate the mind, feelings, attention and motivation for achieving
learning goals (Nurbiana Dhieni, 2006).

Weaknesses, especially in the area of communication, were observed throughout the course of
the research. For example, 1) very few children were able to ask questions in complete sentences, 2)
many children still lacked the ability to actively participate in conversations, 3) very few children were
able to use words that are commonly used in general, and 4) some children were unable to use simple
sentences (consisting of only three or four words) to locate the information they needed. Animated
films have been shown to have a positive effect on children's language development, but this influence
can only be fully realised if it is tailored to each individual child's preferred method of instruction.
Conceptually and theoretically, there are three main categories of how children learn best: auditory,
kinesthetic, and visual. In order to better understand how to tailor storytelling techniques, such as hand
puppets and animated films, to each individual child's preferred mode of learning, it is important to
conduct research experiments with this goal in mind. Therefore, the researcher is interested in studies
like "The effect of audio-visual media through animated films on children's speaking skills," which are
undertaken based on the aforementioned description.

2. METHODS

The type of research used in this research is research with a one-group pre-test-post test design
experimental approach. This study was intended to determine the effect of the application of
audiovisual media with animated films on the speaking ability of children in Kindergarten. The
research design is as follows:

Table 1. One-group pre test-pos test design (sugiyono, 2007)

Before Treatment Application of Animation Film After Treatment
Al O Az
Al=  The results of measuring children's speaking ability before being treated with audiovisual media with
Animated Films
A2= The results of measuring children's speaking ability after being treated with audiovisual media with
Animated Film videos
0= (treatment) application of audiovisual media with Animation Film
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This study uses data analysis techniques with the Wilcoxon test, namely by looking for
differences in the mean pretest and posttest. . The Wilcoxon test to analyze the two paired data, it was
carried out using test analysis through the SPSS (Statistical Package for Social Science) 23 program.

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

The study consisted of two tests, namely pre-test and post-test in the experimental group, namely
kindergarten children at TK Negeri Persatuan Rokan Hulu consisting of 20 children. For this
purpose, manipulation of children's speech abilities is carried out by providing treatment using audio-
visual methods with animated films to improve children's speech abilities. The difference in pre-test
and post-test results, because they were obtained after treatment, reflects a significant change in
improving children's speech skills using audio-visual methods with animated films. If the post test
results are higher, this means that audio-visual media with animated films has a positive effect on
children's speech abilities.

The first start was a pre-test to find out the children's speaking ability before giving treatment
through activities to children to introduce themselves in front of the class and providing debriefing
with simple questions and statements to children during morning time activities. When researchers
observed children's speaking abilities, it was found that many children were not yet able to speak, much
of the children's speech was incomprehensible. The implementation of the pre test was given 5
statement items about the child's speaking ability.

Table 1. Speaking Ability of Children aged 4-5 years before Action

Actual Ideal % Criteria

No. Indicator Score Score

1. Repeating simple sentences 30 80 38 MB

2. Answer simple questions 40 80 50 MB

3. Express feelings with adjectives (nice, happy, 31 80 39 MB
naughty)

4. Says familiar words 44 80 55 BSH
Expressing opinions to others 32 80 40 MB

Based on table 1 above, the level of children's speaking ability before the action is obtained from
the criteria for each indicator, starting to develop (MB) and developing according to expectations (BSH).
There is no Very Well Developed (BSB) and Not Yet Developed (BB). For more details, see the table
below:

Table 2. General description of children's speaking ability before using Audio Visual media with
Animated Films

No. Category Score F %
1. Height X>14,5 0 0%

. Currently 10,5<X<14,5 5 25%
3. Low X<11,5 15 75%

Based on the table above, it can be seen that the level of children's speaking ability before using
audio-visual media with animated films, there are no children in the high category, children who are
in the medium category are 5 or 25% of children, who are in the low category are 15 children or 75 %.
Furthermore, this research was continued by providing treatment using Audio Visual media with
animated films. The researcher conducted the treatment 3 times for two weeks, namely by using
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Audiovisual Media with animated films as on the first day the researcher invited the children to watch
a film about the story of the mouse deer which tells about the mouse deer who is smart and friendly
with the theme turtles, birds, ducks and rabbits . All the animals in the forest are very happy with the
mouse deer, and if they have a problem the mouse deer is happy to solve the problem. On the second
day the children were invited to watch a film which tells of a proud turtle who wants to fly with the
help of a dove. The dove agreed to help by using a tree and asked the turtle to bite the tree and not
open its mouth. But the arrogant turtle, with the praise given by other animals saw the turtle could fly,
and finally the turtle fell as a result of opening its mouth while flying. On the third day the children
watched stories about bears and honey bees who told stories that bears stole honey in honeycombs.
Finally the bee bit the bear which was damaged by the bear. At the end of each child after watching an
animated film, the researcher asks the child's feelings and conducts questions and answers about the
stories they have seen together. The researcher also asked the children to be able to tell the film in front
of the class alternately.

Then, the researcher reassessed the ability to speak after being given treatment. The assessment
was carried out using an observation sheet for children's speaking ability based on the Minister of
Education and Culture Regulation No. 146 of 2013. The researcher divided it into four criteria with the
provisions of BSB (Very Good Development) which was given a score of 4, Developing According to
Expectations (BSH) was given a score of 3, Starting Developing (MB) is given a score of 2 and Not
Developed (BB) is given a score of 1. The results of observations after being given the application of
using audio-visual media with animated films on children's speaking abilities can be seen in the table
below:

Table 3. Speaking Ability after Action

Actual Ideal % Criteria
No. Indicator Score Score
1. Repeating simple sentences 57 80 71 BSH
2. Answer simple questions 64 80 80 BSB
3. Express feelings with adjectives (nice, happy, 80 73 BSH
naughty) 58
4. Says familiar words 70 80 88 BSB
Expressing opinions to others 57 80 71 BSH

Based on table 3 above, it is obtained that the level of children's speaking ability after the action
is seen from the criteria for each indicator, there are 2 indicators for Very Good Development (BSB).
Developing According to Expectations (BSH) there are 3 indicators, while Starting to Develop (MB) and
Not Yet Developing (BB) do not exist. For more details can be seen in the following table:

Table 4. General description of children's speaking abilities after using Audio Visual media with
animated films)

No. Category Score F %

1. Height X>14,5 12 60%
2. Currently 10,5<X<14,5 8 40%
3. Low X<11,5 0 0%

Based on the table above, it can be seen that children's speaking ability after using Audio Visual
media with animated films is in the high category 12 children or 60% who are in the medium category
8 children or 40% and the low category is no longer there.
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Based on the data before and after above, it can be seen that most of the children experienced an increase
in their speaking ability, which was originally in the low category of 15 children or 75%, then in the
medium category of 5 people or 25%, and not in the high category or called 0%. Then when using audio-
visual media with animaci film, children's speaking ability increased, namely in the high category as
many as 12 people or 60%, in the medium category as many as 8 children or 40%, and in the low
category none or 0%. For more details, see the image below:

B Height
Currently

Low

Before

After

Figure 1. Children's speaking ability before and after the use of Audio Visual media with
Animated Films

According to these findings, watching animated films on audiovisual media is a useful form of
knowledge dissemination since it teaches youngsters to think in terms of actual objects rather than
abstract concepts. Children's behaviour improved during the course of this research. This is evident
from the fact that, on average, all of the children in the study improved their language skills, albeit to
varying degrees. Children's ability to understand and respond to questions and retell tales they've just
seen suggests that their communication skills are developing well and are on track to meet or exceed
expectations. According to (Shaleha & Yus., 2020), this holds true since expanding a child's vocabulary
makes it simpler for them to respond to basic queries.

The objective is to compare the disparities in children's speaking abilities before and after
therapy, and to assess the extent to which the use of Audiovisual Media with Animated Film impacts
these abilities. Prior to examining the impact on children's speaking proficiency before and after the
experiment, it is imperative to assess the correlation between the pretest and posttest data utilising the
Wilcoxon test methodology. The acquired results indicate a significance level of 0.000, which is less
than the threshold of 0.05. Therefore, the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted, and the null
hypothesis (Ho) is rejected. This implies that the hypothesis suggests a difference in children's speaking
ability after utilising Audiovisual Media with Animation Film. Assuming that the data indicate an
average difference of -3.956a and a significant (two-tailed) value of 0.000. Therefore, since the
significance value is less than 0.05, the alternative hypothesis (ha) is accepted and the null hypothesis
(ho) is rejected.

After the results are obtained, it can be stated that audio-visual media with animated films can
improve children's speaking skills in kindergarten. This animated film is an effective audiovisual
medium for presenting messages. This media can display two elements at once, namely image elements
and sound elements(Khadijah, Arlina, & Rahmadani, 2021). An additional benefit of this media is its
ability to be repeated, accelerated, and decelerated based on the requirements of the class (Fitria, 2014).
During the initial, second, and third sessions of the learning process, it was seen that the children had
great enthusiasm while engaging in the lesson. This was likely due to the fact that the children had the
opportunity to immediately see and hear the animated film they were viewing. According to Sianturi
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and Yus (2022), children will comprehend knowledge more rapidly when it is immediately perceived
through video. The research conducted by Siregar et al. (2022) supports the claim that using
audiovisual media enhances children's focus and comprehension when receiving instruction from
teachers. Compared to traditional methods without audiovisual media, delivering educational material
through audiovisual means enables children to understand and grasp the content quickly.

4. CONCLUSION

Each indication improved after the study's incorporation of audiovisual stimuli in the form of
animated films, including those for "Developing Very Well," "Developing According to Expectations,"
"Starting to Develop," and "Not Developing." However, there were 12 kids, or 60%, who scored in the
high range. 40% of the kids fall into the medium-risk group 8, while none of the kids in the low-risk
category 0 make the cut. Animated films are a powerful form of audiovisual medium for
communicating ideas and concepts. Children's interest in learning is piqued by the media because it
helps them conceptualise abstract ideas in a more tangible way. Given the existence of the
aforementioned statements, it can be deduced that the use of audio-visual media in the form of
animated films in this study can effectively improve children's speaking skills, allowing them to more
effectively interact with others and convey or receive messages. Many elements, both internal and
external, including the child's cognitive capacity and mental health, as well as the classroom teacher
and the child's social and environmental context, can contribute to the development of a child's
language skills. The authors will provide a number of suggestions based on the findings of the research
done thus far; these suggestions are meant to serve as input for future researchers as they seek out new
ways of addressing the issues at hand.
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