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Efforts are being made to overcome the crisis in learning and 

character education with a flexible curriculum. This is in line 

with the independent curriculum which allows teachers to 

provide teaching according to the needs of students. This 

also applies to character education for students who 

experience character decline due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Therefore, the purpose of this study is to describe the 

application of character education through an independent 

curriculum. . The method used in this research is qualitative 

research with a case study approach. The subjects of this 

research are students of Elementary School. The research was 

conducted by determining the schools that had implemented 

the Independent Curriculum, then the researchers collected 

data through documentation, observation and interviews, 

then the data was processed and analyzed. The results of this 

study are that there are four character education activities 

through an independent learning curriculum, namely 

through intracurricular activities including profiles of 

Pancasila students who are implanted through learning 

activities and dimensions that are emphasized according to 

the needs of students, secondly through extracurricular 

activities held by schools that are tailored to the interests and 

interests of students. the ability of students, the three co-

curricular activities which include a project to strengthen the 

profile of Pancasila students which are separate from 

learning activities, and the fourth is character education 

through culture in schools. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Government policy through changing the 2013 curriculum into an independent curriculum needs 

to be warmly welcomed. Because it can answer learning problems that take place during the pandemic. 

Conscience (2022) as a representative of the elementary school directorate in the webinar explained that 
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the independent curriculum is a breath of fresh air in the recovery of learning due to the Covid 19 

pandemic. The independent curriculum initiated by the government is one option. To overcome the 

learning crisis, a flexible curriculum is needed. In addition, the independent curriculum also has the 

advantage of providing independence for teachers, school principals and students to choose learning 

that is adapted to the conditions of the education unit, and according to the characteristics of students. 

An independent curriculum is a curriculum that uses a variety of intracurricular learning which 

optimizes content so that students can explore concepts and strengthen deeper competencies and 

educators or teachers have the freedom to choose various teaching tools, so that it can be adapted to the 

interests and needs of students (Directorate of Elemntary School, 2022). 

The Independent Curriculum with its advantages is expected to really be able to answer the 

challenges or problems of current education, where during this pandemic, many problems and 

challenges approach the world of education, such as learning loss. Jojor & Sihotang (2021) explained 

that the application of an independent curriculum at the education unit level can reduce learning loss 

caused by the Covid 19 pandemic. In addition to learning loss, another problem experienced by 

students is a decrease in the character of students. Many teachers complain about character decline. 

This can be seen, when face-to-face learning is applied again after online learning, various kinds of 

character declines that become the teacher's anxiety are that students lack respect for teachers, prefer 

to be alone and are less independent. 

One effort to improve character for students is to increase the values of Pancasila as a form of 

character education (Basri 2021). The central government through the Ministry of Education and 

Culture has designed a strategic plan for inculcating Pancasila values for students. Kemdikbud 

realizes the vision of the president through the implementation of the Pancasila Student Profile which 

contains the ideal profile of Indonesian students who practice the values of Pancasila. The Pancasila 

Student Profile is divided into six dimensions consisting of faith, fear of God Almighty and noble 

character, independence, mutual cooperation, global diversity, critical reasoning, and creativity  (Sari 

et al., 2022) With these six dimensions, Indonesian education should lead students to think critically, 

comprehensively, love the homeland and be proud to be sons and daughters of the Indonesian nation 

(Nurasiah et al., 2022). In other words, the characteristics of Indonesian students are lifelong students 

who have global competence and behave according to Pancasila norms (Wahyuningsih et al., 2021). 

The strategy for implementing the Pancasila Student Profile for students is also expected to reduce 

negative cases or student deviant behavior in schools or the community (Nurasiah et al., 2022). 

In addition, the idea of a project to strengthen the profile of Pancasila students in the 

independent curriculum is expected to be able to improve the character of Pancasila students which is 

carried out outside the learning process and achievement. With separate time allocations, teachers are 

more able to innovate in planning projects according to the selection of dimensions and characteristics 

of students. Through this curriculum, school teachers have the freedom to apply learning and 

character education. Thus, it is necessary to conduct research on the application of character 

education in the independent curriculum. This is also the purpose of the research conducted by the 

researcher.  

2. METHODS  

This study uses a qualitative research method with a case study approach, because the research 

uses an analytical study of activities that contain character values in schools. The subjects of this study 

were students of SD Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. The research was conducted by determining the 

schools that had implemented the Independent Curriculum, then the researchers collected data 

through documentation, observation and interviews, then the data was processed and analyzed. The 

data analysis technique used in this research is to use an interactive model that is interrelated, 

namely, data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing and testing. In this research, data 

reduction was conducted by selecting the main data related to the independent curriculum character 



Al-Ishlah: Jurnal Pendidikan,Vol. 15, 1 (March 2023): 597-602 599 of 602 

 

Minsih, Djalal Fuadi, Nanda Dwi Rohmah / Character Education Through an Independent Curriculum 

education at SD Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. Then the data is described, linked between categories, 

and the like, then the last is drawing conclusions and verifying the data. 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

The results obtained from the research have to be supported by sufficient data.  The research 

results and the discovery must be the answers, or the research hypothesis stated previously in the 

introduction part. Based on the results of observations, interviews, and documentation studies, the 

researcher divides the four parts of character education through the independent curriculum at SD 

Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta, namely Intracurricular, Extracurricular and Cocurricular activities, and 

culture in the school environment. 

3.1. Independent Curriculum Character Education Through Intracurricular Activities 

The independent curriculum perfects the character education of students through the Pancasila 

student profile. In this character education intracurricular activity, it is carried out in a classroom 

made through the teacher's teaching module by determining the materials and methods used by 

instilling the six components of the Pancasila student profile that are tailored to the needs of students. 

namely Faith, Fear of God Almighty and noble character, global diversity, mutual cooperation, 

independence, critical reasoning, and creativity. The six dimensions are emphasized on students by 

the teacher in learning in the classroom, besides being embedded in students, they are also able to 

understand the material taught by the teacher. The six dimensions of the Pancasila student profile 

that are applied in learning activities in the classroom are a form of character education through the 

Independent Curriculum.  

1. first dimension, having faith in God Almighty and having noble character is instilled through 

Islamic Religious Education subjects, Dates are also through praying together at the beginning of 

learning, answering greetings, respecting teachers and loving each other among others, as well 

as through songs that are sung together. -same. The cultivation of religious characters is carried 

out by integrating cultural values into the implementation of student self-development programs 

in the implementation of learning in schools (Narimo & Sanusi, 2020). Habituation of habituation 

carried out in the classroom is an effort by the teacher in instilling the character of students. 

Aristotle explains that “We are what we repeatedly do, excellence is not an act, but a habit (Covy 

1997). 

2. the second dimension, global diversity is implanted through Citizenship Education. Habituation 

and Javanese language subjects in the classroom and also about behaving and speaking 

according to what has become a culture for students. In addition, the guidance and examples 

provided by the teacher are factors that can improve students' understanding of diversity, the 

teacher exemplifies how attitudes and behaviors respect diversity (Nurasiah et al., 2022). 

3. Mutual Cooperation, In this dimension, which is implanted through Mathematics learning, it is 

seen that students who are able to do assignments or easily understand help to understand their 

peers. The ability of gotong royong is the ability to carry out an activity together with a heart full 

of willingness with the aim of the activity running smoothly. 

4. the fourth dimension, independently by the teacher, the emphasis is on learning Mathematics. 

One of the methods used by teachers in instilling an independent attitude in students is the 

match and mach method. In addition, self-regulation partially affects student learning 

independence and self-regulation and discipline simultaneously affect student learning 

independence (Bruno, 2019) 

5. The fifth dimension is a critical reasoning dimension that is emphasized through mathematics 

learning activities. For example, through the Make a match model mentioned by Dianti 

Rahmasari, and Ishaq Nuriadin, that through the model it has an effect on students' critical 

reasoning. 
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6. The sixth dimension is the creative dimension. These dimensions are emphasized in the subjects 

of fine arts, mathematics, and where students are given the freedom to determine the objects that 

they want to be used as examples of media in drawing, determine objects that exist in the school 

environment then will be examined in science and mathematics learning. 

3.2.   Independent Curriculum Character Education Through Extracurricular Activities 

Character education besides being able to be carried out through intracurricular activities can 

also be carried out through extracurricular activities at school. The types of extracurricular activities 

at SD Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta which are held on Thursdays and Fridays can be seen in the 

following table: 

Table 1. extracurricular activities at SD Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta 

No Extracurricular Activities Class Description 

1 Music and Vocals All Class Group 

2 Dance All Class Group 

3 Recitations I, II Independent 

4 Painting/Coloring All Class Independent 

5 Debates III,IV,V,VI Group 

6 Tapak Suci All Class Group 

7 Karawitan III,IV,V,VI Group 

8 Hizbul Wathon All Class Group 

9 Little Journalists III,IV,V Independent 

10 BTQ VI Group 

11 Entrepreneurship III,IV,V,VI Group 

12 Mathematics Olympiad III,IV,V Independent 

13 Science Olympiad III,IV,V Independent 

14 English Olympiad III,IV,V Independent 

15 Little Doctor III,IV,V Independent 

16 Mini Volleyball III,IV,V Group 

 

These activities are tailored to the needs of students. so that it is expected to support success in 

implementing character education for Pancasila student profiles. From these extracurricular activities, 

six dimensions of the Pancasila student profile are instilled in students, namely starting from Faith, 

piety to God Almighty, Global Diversity, Mutual Cooperation, Independent, Critical Thinking, to the 

creative dimension. 

Extracurricular activities can also be a bridge to meet the needs of students and develop the 

potential that exists within them which has unique characteristics between one student and another. 

Many variants of extracurricular programs are offered at SD Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. However, 

students who take part in these extracurricular activities adjust to their needs, such as in Class I there 

are no extracurricular debating activities. Because it is not in accordance with the development of 

students. 

Furthermore, the cultivation of life values that shape character is not only in the delivery of 

material in the classroom. However, it can be done outside the classroom in this case is an 

extracurricular activity. Activities carried out outside the classroom have the privilege that students 

get values from concrete experiences, the formation of values will directly be embedded in the minds 

and souls of students. involvement of students in finding values through extra-curricular activities 

will be more fun and deep (Zubaeidi, 2011) Extracurricular is an activity outside of the subject that 

functions in helping the development of students according to their needs, interests, talents, and 

potential through activities that organized by educators or educational institutions (Maryati, 2007).  
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3.3   Independent Curriculum Character Education Through Co-Curricular Activities 

In this independent curriculum, a breakthrough made by the government in an effort to instill 

character in students is to design a project to strengthen the Pancasila student profile which is 

included in co-curricular activities. This is based on the Ministry of Education and Culture No. 

56/M/2022, the Pancasila student profile strengthening project is a project-based co-curricular activity 

designed as an effort to strengthen competency achievement and in accordance with the Pancasila 

student profile whose preparation is based on graduate competency standards. The implementation 

of the Pancasila student profile strengthening project is carried out flexibly in terms of content, 

activities, time and place of implementation. Classes that carry out independent curriculum character 

education through the Pancasila student profile strengthening project are class I in the low class and 

class IV in the high class. This activity is scheduled by the school to be held every Wednesday and 

Friday. independently and has nothing to do with the learning outcomes of students in learning 

activities in the classroom. 

The Pancasila student profile strengthening project is one of the means to achieve the Pancasila 

student profile. As a process of giving knowledge to students directly, as a form of developing or 

strengthening the character of students from the learning process in the surrounding environment. 

The strengthening of the Pancasila student profile project is designed as a means to optimize students 

to become competent, lifelong students who have character and behave in accordance with Pancasila 

values (Kemendikbud, 2022). 

The Pancasila student profile strengthening project is a cross-disciplinary learning process in 

observing and finding solutions to problems in the surrounding environment which aims to 

strengthen the competencies in the Pancasila student profile. as well as the Pancasila profile 

strengthening project carried out at SD Muahammadiyah 1 Surakarta carried out in the classroom, or 

in the school field according to the material and needs of students.  

3.4  Independent Curriculum Character Education Through Culture In The School Environment 

Table 2. Character Education Activities through culture in the school environment 

No Value  Kegiatan  

1 Religious 
praying dzuhur in congregation, praying together after 

prayer, tahfidz activities before learning activities begin. 

2 Discipline 
in queuing when you want to wash dishes, buying snacks 

in the school canteen, praying at the right time. 

3 Discipline Dispose of food waste by yourself, wash your own cutlery 

 

If referring to the character profile of Pancasila students, the values that are instilled through the 

culture in the school environment can be included in each or in line with the dimensions of the 

Pancasila student profile. Gunawan (2012) states that character education through culture in schools 

can be carried out through routine habits. The school culture is carried out continuously so that it is 

embedded in students so that they form a strong character in harmony with the values of Pancasila. 

4. CONCLUSION    

From the presentation of the research results, it can be concluded that there are four categories in 

character education through an independent curriculum at SD Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta, namely: 

Independent curriculum character education through intracurricular activities, Independent 

curriculum character education through extracurricular activities, Independent curriculum character 

education through co-curricular activities which include Project strengthening the Pancasila Student 
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Profile, Character education of an independent curriculum through culture in the school 

environment. 

From the results of this study, it is hoped that it can become a treasure and a new reference for 

educators in implementing character education. In addition, further researchers are expected to be 

able to develop research related to character education through this free learning curriculum that can 

answer new challenges after the pandemic. 
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